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Celina d’Abo

wore an Emilia /

Wickstead taffeta %
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The bride hit the dancefloor &% 8" - s Celmﬂ lao/eL’d to

in a vintage polka-dot lace
party dress, also by

Starzewski couture

pink (because

her favourite colour),
accessorised with a

diamond floral tiara

! Celina d’Abo, granddaughter
+ % oflLady Ursula d’Abo — a
V maid of honour to Queen
: Elizabeth Il — proved herself
<% J ‘ ! the most stylish bride with a
¢ ] triple threat of outfits for her
g . wedding to New Yorker Jake
Giordano at the d’Abo family
8 _F house, West Wratting Park in
A Combrldgeshlre
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WEDDINGS OF THE YEAR [ ey 5 f | , oy

Stanley

The Hon Nancy Morrison
& Michael Roy

TRULY, MADLY, ELY | R
Photographs by LARA & BIZZY ARNOTT ' e

After accepting his proposal in Cornwall,
Isobel Stanley married sparkling-wine scion
Tristram Coates in July at the majestic Ely §
Cathedral, where it took her three minutes $
to walk the full length of the aisle — one ¢

Viscountess of the longest in Britain. The bride wore
Rothermere &
the Hon Vere
Harmsworth

the spectacular Derby Tiara with a gown | &

designed by Tomasz Starzewski, adorned Bea Fresson &Akq-
: , - f Temple-Richards

with her great-grandmother’s family lace.

. 3 a&
Charlotte Mooney & @
Ellie Mooney X

2

- Hacking & e
b ," ~ Mavina Hdtkiﬂg X
R % : o

3

DREAM COMO TRUE

Photographs by GREG FINCK
Max Robinson and Annabelle ‘Belle’

Porter adopted an amusing slogan for
their [talian nuptials: ‘Bellissimo to the
Max' — and their wedding certainly
lived up to that billing. Held on Lake
Como’s shimmering shores, it might
rank as the most extravagant wedding
of the summer, with the modelesque
bride wearing an exquisite lace Zuhair
Murad gown for the ceremony at the

16th-century Villa Balbiano.
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BYSTANDER

WEDDINGS OF THE YEAR

Carinthia
Bullough &
Emily Steel

Adwoa Aboah
& Talitha Fosh

LONDON CALLING |zl |
Photographs by TOM DURN - / ¥

A top society turn-out gathered at the Brompton
Oratory in Knightsbridge for the wedding of
Talitha Fosh and Nathan Cohen. Bridesmaids
Clementine Nicholson, Aphra Mactaggart and
Amy Gatehouse escorted Tally — resplendent in
an Eponine gown and tiara by Kiki McDonough
— from the pink London taxi in which she made
her arrival. Afterwards, guests moved to Boodle’s

(transformed into a woodland by florist Lucy
Vail) for dinner and dancing, with the bride’s
brother Max Fosh showing his signature moves.

ENGLISH ROSE

Photographs by MATT PORTEOUS

The rose garden at the Kendall family
seat of Kidmore House in Oxfordshire
was a romantic setting for the speeches
celebrating the marriage of Cathryn
Kendall and Angus McAlpine. Dressed
by Emma Victoria Payne, Cathryn her-
self curated the pastel-perfect occasion,
attended by such guests as the Earl
and Countess of Carnarvon and the
Blandfords. Most memorable moment?
The truly champagne-popping finish

The Marque:
from best man Mylo Sangster. re.Marquess

& Marchioness

of Blandford

COURTAULD GALLERY

Photographs by MICHAEL MAURER

The wedding of George Courtauld
and Yasmin Ruia in Woodbridge,
Suffolk, late last summer blended

the cultures of bride and groom

with grace and sophistication. (Her

Indian heritage inspired his arrival on

horseback before the church service,

which was followed by the traditional

Vidaai ceremony.) A buyer for Rixo,

Yasmin looked beyond gorgeous in an

elegant gown she had designed herself.




STANDER
DINGS OF THE YEAR
The couple were
married at the
Theatinerkirche -
in Munich

Mo

y g - y Traditionally

i dressed soldiers
1 \paraded through

Altshausen

GERMAN JEWELS
A society wedding for the ages: in a
flower-adorned Kirche St Michael
in Altshausen, Germany, the young
aristocrats were observed taking their
marriage vows by the likes of Queen
Mathilde of Belgium. The ceremony
was imbued with history, with the
bride wearing an elegant high-neck
gown that previously belonged to her
mother and a family heirloom tiara.

&
BRIDE OF BAVARIA ( R,
When Prince Ludwig of Bavaria married — @F 8 \
Sophie Evekink in Munich last May, Q"%~
Nymphenburg Palace was the grandiose s
backdrop for their reception. The bride
wore a Reem Acra gown with a full skirt
and lace bodice, a veil designed by the
Ukrainian label WONA Concept and
the Bavarian Sapphire Floral Tiara.

CHIC AND ‘CHICA’

As well as th
. The glittering union between

marviage vVows, S
the couple took- o T8 : y ! ‘ Duarte and Maria Francisca,

Duchess of Coimbra — or Chica,
as her lawyer husband calls her —
saw 1,200 guests attend a lavish
ceremony at the baroque basilica
within Portugal’s royal palace at
Mafra. The duchess paired her
Luzia do Nascimento dress with
an elegant diamond diadem once
worn by the late Queen Amélia.

BRUNEI ON PERFECT

This glamorous, young Bruneian royal couple
celebrated their nuptials with 5,000 guests
ina 10-day extravaganza in the capital, Bandar
Seri Begawan. The highlights included a cere-
mony to bless the newlyweds with fertility
and wealth (in which their families applied a
paste made from rice flour and scented oils to
the couple’s hands), a parade in a Rolls-Royce
and a reception at which the bride dazzled in
an embellished Zuhair Murad gown.

The bride was walked down
the aisle by her father, the
Dutke of Braganza, who
claims the Portuguese throne

PHOTOGRAPHY: ABACA PRESS, ALBERT NIEBOER, AR, SIPA US/ALAMY; CAMERA PRESS/NIEBOER /

DDP; DANA PRESS PHOTO; KARL-JOSEF HILDENBRAND/GETTY IMAGES
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SOCIAL EYES

Ras de deux

Love is in the air at the Royal Ballet: meet the jeté set as they
prepare to waltz down the aisle this summer

—

MICA BRADBURY
This Royal Ballet soloist will marry
in Sorrento, Italy in July. The
! blushing bride is engaged to Welsh
! actor Mitch Morgan, who proposed
to her on holiday in August 2022.

First artist Sophie has set her wedding

- performaince says

SOPHIE ALLNATT

date for July in Cheltenham
Trm calling my
wedding day a

Royal Baller

Soloist Harmah MEAGHAN GRACE HINKIS
Gf" [l Wimbledon is Meaghan's location of choice,
enne with a reception at Frensham Hall in Surrey

HANNAH GRENNELL
This August, soloist Hannah
will walk down the aisle at the
Asylum Chapel in London

THERE IS SOMETHING IN
the water at the Royal Ballet. Four
ballerinas are engaged, including
first soloist Meaghan Grace Hinkis,
all due to be wed this summer. The
excitement is palpable. Tm calling

ANDREJ USPENSK]; CHRIS
TAYLOR; EMILY ROSE
HAMILTON; ROBIN KENT

PHOTOGRAPHS: ALAMY;
PHOTOGRAPHY

TATLER

my wedding day a performance,’
says Hannah Grennell, who has a
Royal Opera House coordinator
planning the occasion. Being the
centre of attention might be de
rigueur, but what of their bridal

And naturally, the one thing they all
look forward to is the dancing. As
Grennell put it, T'm expecting a lot
from my fellow ballerina guests.” [
Swan Lake is ar the Royal Opera
House until 28 June (roh.org.uk).

style in a world filled with tutus,
hair and make-up? Like a perfor-
mance, there will be outfit changes.
Sophie Allnatt is going for some-
thing ‘as tight as possible’, while
Hinkis says her dress ‘isn’t subtle’.

75



SOCIAL EYES

WEDDING EDITION
The names to know and the places to go:
from florists and stationers to venues and
couturiers, rely on these specialists to
ensure awedding day without a hitch

1Al

LK

HONEYMOONS! SEE PAGE 129
Whether you're seeking the most romantic
hotels on earth or a more muted ‘mini
moon’, Tatler knows the hotspots for a

honeymoon you'll never forget

Blooming marvellous!

ARCADE FLOWERS

Optforan array of big, blousey peonies and
showy rose blooms - no minimal nonsense
or tight-budded bouquets. Society florist
Emma Newton-Smith of Arcade Flowers
provides pastoral extravagance for wedding
decoration. AMidsummer Night's Dreamis
the order of the day, with an abundance of
pillar candles and candelabras, branches of
foliage and whimsical hanging installations
of flowers, such as rambling cream roses

that exude a dreamy English glamour,
scented with glorious sprays of jasmine.
arcadeflowers.co.uk

NEILL STRAIN

When only the best will do, this Mayfair and
Belgravia florist takes a couture approach,
fashioning flowers into living works of art.
Using only what'sin season, he specialises
inbold styling. neillstrain.com

GLISTEN UP

Ring in yourinner glam with Adler’s Classic
with a Twist collection. Take your pick from
contemporary designs that feature timeless
sapphires, emeralds, rubies and pearls,
partnered with diamonds. These are pieces
to enjoy on your wedding day and beyond.
adler.ch

Dress drama

Suzanne Neville is the bridal couturier that
style-savvy media stars flock to for red-
carpet drama and weddings. Expect a
whirlwind of breathtaking floral tulle and
lace designs in the British designer’s 2024
Symphony collection, in which the corset
takes centre stage, revealing Neville's clever
cutsand flawless fits. suzanneneville.com

Stars flock 1o
Stuzanme Neville for
red-carpet dranma

76

MUM'’S THE WORD
The chicest mothers of the bride in town
turn to Lalage Beaumont's Knightsbridge
boutique. Offering made-to-measure and
bespoke services of the highest quality, they
tailor for the most discerning of grandes
dames. lalagebeaumont.com

Let the good times roll

GSP EVENTS

With two decades of experience, Emma
Gold's talent is exemplary. Whether in the
Cotswolds, Cannes or the Caribbean, she
plansthe party of alifetime. gsp-uk.com

PARTY PLANNERS

The mastermind behind King Charles’s
50th, Party Planners, founded by Lady
Elizabeth Anson, is now run by Harriet

Webber-Jamieson. partyplanners.ltd

PUT PEN TO PAPER

Allow Hugo Francis to bring life to your wedding venue via his bespoke 3D works of art.
Handmade in postcard to A5 size, they're a unique and luxurious way to invite guests toyour
celebrations, notto mention the most beautiful keepsake. @hugofrancisdesigns

Say yes to the address

One of the great power houses of Norfolk,
Wolterton Park was built by Horatio Walpole
(the brother of prime minister Sir Robert),
inspired by the Italian architect Palladio. The
PM, alongside other leading politicians,

was a regular guest - so it’s little wonder
that the State Bedroom with bathroom is
a haven of great beauty and now one of
the mostluxurious honeymoon suitesin the
country. woltertonpark.co.uk

THE FOOD OF LOVE

Jimmy Garcia doesn't offer amenu per se,
butapromise: anything is possible. For the
chicest seafood shack at your party, try a
scallopbar. Savour them Sicilian-style crudo
or perfectly grilled with rich seaweed butter
and a sprinkle of bottarga. For a bucolic
fantasy, his imaginative edible vegetable

gardens are delectable for a high-society
walled-garden wedding. ‘Gardeners’ will
carry wheelbarrows filled with chocolate soil
and such delicious horticultural wonders
as edible moss, meringue toadstools and
salted caramel served in watering cans.
Jjimmygarciacatering.com [

TATLER



GIFT LIST

HEIRS AND GRACES
Dr Helena Meyer-Johann,
photographed by Millie
Pilkington, married
The Hon Edward Lytton
Cobbold at Knebworth House
in a custom-made Italian sille
dress by Rieth Couture that she
designed herself

G
, Amteé/ bame 7 Engbm’ fairyiale venes
o Cap dAntibes and Ventce, royal extravaganzas i
Jordan and Uganda... Chandler Tregaskesiakesa
Girand "Lour of the worlds nost stylhs wea’dmgs 10 3

delzwr z‘be ulimate pm“mf gmck




GIFT LIST

Helena, heir to her family’s estates

in North Rhine-Westphalia and 4]
Brandenburg, and Edward had a fun ‘_i ~
mix of British and European nobility .
at their Knebworth festivities
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” Ancestral
. Jantasy

" Seek out romantic splendour, inspired by a
wedding at the grooms Gothic family seat
Bridal Made

When the Hon Edward Lytton Cobbold wed Dr Helena Meyer- 7% %8
Johann at Knebworth House, his Tudor Gothic-style family e/
residence, aristocratic opulence paired perfectly with rock 'n’ 2224

roll royalty (after all, Freddie Mercury performed his last
Queen concert here at Knebworth Park in 1986). When

thinking of the perfect present for such old English aesthetes, A8
opt for scion-worthy sumptuousness: Purdey accoutrements, Alessandra

L. i
Halcyon Days fine bone china and classic wicker-and-tweed Rich S524.
picnic sets. But don't be afraid of tapping into some classically :
British eccentricity. Asprey’s stag-head barware is Blighty fine,

and anything by Timothy Oulton is delightfully outré.

1 Plate, £208, GINORI 1735. 2 Chandelier, £5,075, RALPH LAUREN HOME.

witl 3 Clutch, £1,620, CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN. 4 Candlestick, £38, THE

AT WEDDING PRESENT COMPANY. 5 Shoes, £595, JIMMY CHOO. 6 Mirror,
o T POA, SOHO HOME at harrods.com. 7 Earrings, £26,000, PRAGNELL. 8 Tray,
- £325, HALCYON DAYS. 9 Bowtie, £95, FAVOURBROOK. 10 Picnic set,

£255, THE WEDDING PRESENT COMPANY. 11 Flask, £145, PURDEY.
12 Watch, £88,610, PATEK PHILIPPE. 13 & 14 Top, £995, and skirt, £640,
SASSI HOLFORD. 15 Decanter, £5,750, ASPREY. 16 Tray, £1,150,
HERMES. 17 Trunk, from £2,995, TIMOTHY OULTON. 18 Shoes, £375,
SUZANNE RAE. 19 Bag, £775, LALAGE BEAUMONT

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS: MILLIE PILKINGTON PHOTOGRAPHY; THIERRY CHESNOT/GETTY IMAGES
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GIFT LIS

Sofia Richie, in a
bespoke Chanel

halterneck dress

on the bodice,

I"(ngil’L’]l (”l’l[y]/
by her father,
Lionel Richie

Tune into heritage chic just as Sofia Richie
hit the hautes notes on the Cote d’Azur
I Riches, Richies and Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc: could a

glossier invite exist? At Antibes’ most bodacious bolthole, V'_?.{‘
that was the question when Sofia Richie - singing 3
legend Lionel's youngest child and sister of Y2Kicon 7 W)
Nicole — married Elliot Grainge. (A virtuosa in his
16 |

own right, his father Sir Lucian is the Universal
Music Group's CEO.) The bride shimmered in

| Chanel,who created her three '90s-inspired ¢
A haute couture gowns:first,anarchive 1997
W - \ look, once worn by Stella Tennant, for
&S %’””El ™ the rehearsal dinner; then a decadent
G aute )® halterneck inwhichto say‘l do'.Her party
outure, ! S s o
S ¥ dress? The very same scintillating, short

Spring —— , ; .
| " e number that Claudia Schiffer rocked to

2024 e |
% “ close Chanel’s winter 1993 couture show. To
! getasimilarly glamorous archive look, call upon
the heritage houses for jewellery; while Louis
Vuitton luggage or Tiffany & Co. tableware are
guaranteed to evoke Endless Love.

1 Tea set, £400, WEDGWOOD. 2 Candle, £100,JO MALONE
LONDON. 3 Necklace, POA, HARRY WINSTON. 4 Tiara, POA,
GARRARD. 5 Earrings, POA, DE BEERS. 6 Brooch, POA, ADLER.
7 Cushion, £490, CARTIER. 8 Dress, £1,850, CLIO PEPPIATT at
net-a-porter.com. 9 Ring, £7,410, CHAUMET. 10 Men'’s watch,
£13,300, CHOPARD. 11 Backgammon set, £2995, ARMANI CASA.
12 Champagne, £66.560, LAURENT-PERRIER. 13 Shoes, £1,650,
JIMMY CHOO. 14 Vase, £39,500, LALIQUE at harrods.com.

15 Trunk set, £43,000, LOUIS VUITTON. 16 Bag, £580, VIVIENNE
WESTWOOD. 17 Cabinet, £35,640, FORNASETTI. 18 Plates,
£140, TIFFANY & CO. 19 & 20 Bracelet, £1,600, and shoes,
£2,410, CHANEL

PHOTOGRAPHS: GETTY IMAGES; MEGA/BACKGRID; SHUTTERSTOCK
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GIFT LIST

Jl Anya Taylor-Joy
wore a princess

dress by Dior
embellished with,

birds and floral
| motifs at her S
| wedding on the | pe B
- Grand Canal % % ;
in 2023 ] G =
{ 2 2]

> Love from |}
nice S

1ts a wrap — for wedding accoutrements
rich in decoration and film-star glamour

Silver-screen starlet Anya Taylor-Joy conjured a stellar cast
when she tied the knot with her musician beau Malcolm
McRae. Tinseltown was represented by Julia Garner, Cara
Delevingne and model Keleigh Teller; and among the
dynastic divas was Ivy Getty, half-mermaid in a gown
from Brooklyn vintage-hotspot Desert Stars. Venice,
specifically the 15th-century Palazzo Pisani Moretta,
proved to be a truly rousing rendezvous for this pair of
Beverly Hills hotshots. The Floating City's rich heritage
of carnivals and culture conjures a shopping list of
dazzling delights. For wedding presents inspired
by La Serenissima, opt for such purveyors of Italian
luxury as Dolce & Gabbana, Luisa Beccaria and
Bulgari; from blingy jewels to haute homeware,
it's all about the Va-Va-Venice.

| STELLAR TIMES |

Wers vuTiend

Peggy Guggenheim
and her Pekingese i
a gondola clo
the collection of.
20th-century art
housed in her former
home, Palazzo
Venier dei Leoni

1 Necklace, POA, BULGARI. 2 Bag, £5,400, DIOR. 3 llluminating face
powder, £50, DOLCE & GABBANA. 4 Champagne flutes, £90, VERA
WANG FOR WEDGWOOD. 5 Ring, POA, VAN CLEEF & ARPELS.

6 Shoes, £895, MANOLO BLAHNIK. 7 Sunglasses, £430, DIOR.

8 Lampshade, £745, SELETTI. 9 Candle, £73, ACQUA DI PARMA.

10 Veil, £615, JENNIFER BEHR. 11 Dress, £5,080, LUISA BECCARIA.
12 Pen, £7,800, MONT BLANC. 13 Perfume, £445, LOUIS VUITTON.
14 Shoes, £925, CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN. 15 Lanterns, £3,665 and
£2,875, ARMANI CASA. 16 Watch, POA, HARRY WINSTON

000 TATLER

PHOTOGRAPHS: DANIELE OBERRAUCH/GORUNWAY.COM; 2023 BACKGRID UK; TONY VACCARO/GETTY IMAGES



GIFT LIST

Princess Iman
wore a dress

by Jordanian
designer Reema
\Dahbour to a
henna party
hosted by
Queen Rania

The bride’s parents 5
Queen Rania and King
Abdullah Il at —

their wedding

in 1993 ¥

Richard
Quinn
85524

=

1 Suitcase, £2,895, GLOBE-TROTTER X THE VAMPIRE’S WIFE.
2 & 3 Earrings, £10,000, and bracelet, £3,400, BUCCELLATI. 4 Blazer,

B

])rz'mm

Embrace magestic opulence in the style of
the royal Hashemite wedding traditions

It was maximum glamour when Princess Iman of Jordan, the
eldest daughter of King Abdullah Il and Queen Rania, wed
Venezuelan venture capitalist Jameel Alexander Thermidtis
at the Beit Al Urdun Palace in Amman. The bride looked to
Dior for her high-neck gown with floral lace panelling, and
reportedly to her grandmother for the loan of her Chaumet
diamond diadem. A series of celebratory rites = including a
henna party —created a captivating crescendo for the couple
ahead of the vow-taking. When on the huntfor princess-ready
paraphernalia, embrace confections of neutrals with aureate
flourishes. Buccellati has all the lavish spectacle one could
desire for statement high jewellery; and Dior and De Beers
are currently bats about butterflies — a symbolic emblem for
newlyweds' homeware and bijoux.

In Dior gown
and Chaumet
tiara, Princess
Iman of Jordan
was walked down
the aisle by her
brother, Crown
Prince Hussein

£545, shirt, £195, and bowtie, £45, OLIVER BROWN. 5 Bag, £585, MAE
CASSIDY. 6 Vase, £16,500, BACCARAT at harrods.com. 7 Dress, £1,865,
SAFIYAA at mytheresa.com. 8 Coupe, £330, DIOR MAISON. 9 Ring,
£2,675, DE BEERS. 10 Candle, £120, CIRE TRUDON. 11 Hair clips, £105,
LELEY NY at net-a-porter.com. 12 Carafe, £550, DIOR MAISON. 13 Tiara,
£46,100, CHAUMET. 14 Shoes, £950, AQUAZZURA. 15 Chair, £995, RH

PHOTOGRAPHS: FILIPPO FIOR/GORUNWAY; THE ROYAL HASHEMITE

COURT VIA JORDAN PIX, RABIIH MOGHRABI/GETTY IMAGES

000



King William Gabula

Nadiope IV of Bugosa
and Jovia Mutesi at

 the altar

 we

1ap into the dazzling festive spirit of this

King William of 3 Ugandan sovereign couples nuptials

Busoga and Queen ¢ ;
78 Q - There was another round of regal festivities when King
Jovia Mutesi wore

T William Gabula Nadiope IV of Bugosa married Jovia Mutesi
for official portraits c in Uganda in November at Bugembe's Christ's Cathedral.
After the ceremony, which saw anelegant blend of rich-hued
traditional attire and modern luxe, the sovereign couple
retired to the royal residence of Igenge Hill Palace near Lake
Victoria. If your own wedding diary finds you heading to Africa,
you can countonimmensely talented designers for wedding
present inspiration (or for your own accessories). Nigerian
jeweller Thelma West combines her hometown'’s heritage
with decadent diamonds; and so does Guinea Bissau-born
Vania Leles, whose line of sparkle is called Vanleles. Or let the
landscape’s flora and fauna be your muse: think elephant-
bedecked homeware and palm-printfurnishings.

1 Candlestick, £45, ANNA+NINA at liberty.com. 2 Earrings, £32,200,
VANLELES. 3 Shoes, £5692, BROTHER VELLIES. 4 Diary, £185,
SMYTHSON. 5 Dress, £3,385, JENNY PACKHAM at mytheresa.com.
6 Bag, £1,295, JIMMY CHOO. 7 Diffuser, £874, DR VRANJES
FIRENZE at harrods.com. 8 Ring, POA, THELMA WEST. 9 Chess
set, £10,800, ALEXANDRA LLEWELLYN. 10 Bottlestopper, £39.95,
FORTNUM & MASON. 11 Glass, £40, MISSONI HOME at harrods.
com. 12 Tie, £245, PURDEY.. 13 Teapot, £160, FORTNUM & MASON.
14 Cushion, £155, LIBERTY. 15 Bench, £1,895, JONATHAN
ADLER. 16 Plate, £59, HALCYON DAYS at harrods.com. 17 Shoes,
£675, JIMMY CHOO. 18 Cutlery, £290, BUGATTI at harrods.com

PHOTOGRAPHS: BADRU KATUMBA/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; CELIA KRITHARIOTI
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Party people

With royal connections and world-class
service, Party Planners has been the high
society name to know in events since 1961

PHOTOGRAPHS: OLIVER COYSH AND SKYLAR PINCHAL COYSH; JOE SHORT @JOESHORTPHOTO

'

THERE ARE NOT MANY PLANNERS
that can count multiple royal weddings among
their portfolio of past celebrations, but Party
Planners, which has masterminded spectacular
events ever since it launched in 1961, certainly
can. Its experienced team organised Her Royal
Highness Princess Eugenie’s 2018 wedding and
the wedding eve party for Their Royal
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales.

Royal connections are in this company’s
blood. It was founded by Lady Elizabeth
Anson, who was cousin to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and is known as the doyenne of
party planning. Now Party Planners is in the
hands of her exceptionally capable protégé Harriet
‘Webber-Jamieson, who remains committed to
the timeless glamour and pioneering spirit that
have made it a global success.

Harriet and her trusted, talented team pride
themselves on being 24-hour party people at

Hm'ez‘ JM er msz‘ed,
talented tecon pride themselves
on being 24-hour party pegple

the very forefront of the industry. The services
they provide cover every element of an event,
including access to a unique network of trusted
specialist suppliers, as well as a world-class, in-
house concierge service and design consultancy.
Alongside royalty, Party Planners has crafted
events for celebrities and international brands,
and its existing loyal client base has been built
over many decades.

Whether it's an intimate affair at home,
blockbuster movie-set design, or a lavish
weekend of celebrations among the rolling
hills of Tuscany, the team can bring dream
weddings to life — however imaginative the
vision or grand the scale. Party Planners has
created weddings of every size across the UK
and around the globe, and is known for
making wedding planning stress-free and fun.
In fact, with these experts on board, the entire
process feels like part of the celebration itself.

For more information, please visit party-planners.com or email harrier@party-planners.com @ @partyplannerslimired




Emma King and
Alexander Taylor cut a

dash on the steps of Old
Marylebone Town Hall
in the first of their three
wedding outfits

Emma changed into
a dress by Spanish
designer Cortana
while Alexander
took his turn in
a crisp cream suit
Jor a Cuban- &
themed party

Emma retaa'

ber Jess Collett
headpiecewhen

the couple dann ed

And. so to
Claridge’s: the
newlyweds
leave in a
Cadillac

From New Covent Garden flower market
to a suite in Claridge’s — via an exuberant
Cuban-themed club night and three
stunning outfit changes — Emma King and
Alexander Taylor’s wedding was a chic
odyssey around the hotspots of London

TATLER
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IT ALL BEGAN WITH A
picture of the Jagger/Pérez-Mora
Macias wedding in St Tropez in
1971. (Who could forget the bride’s
low-cut white suit?) Fast-forward
to a sunny London morning in Sep-
tember 2023, when hedgefunder
Emma King arrived at the registry
office to marry advertising tech-
head Alexander Taylor in her own
elegant but edgy three-piece. The
newlyweds cut quite a dash as they
skipped down the steps of Old
Marylebone Town Hall and were
greeted by 20 friends and family
in a deluge of rose petals. ‘Bianca’s
1970s style and mood were exactly
what I wanted for leaving the cere-
mony, says Emma.

But that white suit and broad-
brimmed hat was just the first of
three outfits in which Emma would
be appearing, the groom accompa-
nying her in a trio of his own. “We
were both really thoughtful about
what we wanted to wear, she adds.

Meanwhile, the day was planned
to within an inch of its perfect life
by Philip Pleydell-Pearce, who had
done the same for Emma’s parents.
It had as its theme a celebration of
the capital, where the couple have
built their lives. And Emma, intent
on it being London-centric from
start to finish, was heavily involved
in every aspect: from early-morning
New Covent Garden visits with her
florist — Christopher Hammond-
Davis of Woodbrown — to Savile
Row for her suit fittings. ‘Being the
only female tailor in the street, The
Deck was particularly important to
me, she says. T especiallyloved the
ace of spades embroidered inside
the sleeve,’ she adds with a glint of
feminine wile. ‘Because you always
need a card up your sleeve..

Her own was a double-decker
bus that whisked the congregation
(via stopsat Westminster Cathedral,
Piccadilly Circus and the Houses of
Parliament) to the Kings’ Berkeley
Square home for an intimate roof-
top lunch. And that was followed
by a be-ribboned black cab, which
transported them to join 200-plus
guests for further festive fun at Bat-
tersea Arts Centre. Or, for that one
night only, the Cuban-themed

TATLER

ELIE SAAH -

LB PAIFUM BIIDAL &

1 Kaftan, £815, TALLER MARMO at net-a-porter.com.
2 Earrings, £280, ALIGHIERI. 3 Top, £1,464, AGUA
BENDITA at net-a-porter.com. 4 Jacket, £445, OLIVER
BROWN. 5 Shoes, £3,700, JIMMY CHOO. 6 Bridal

8 Lipgloss, £34, CHANEL. 9 Loafers, £240, DUKE +

11 Watch, £2,195, FREDERIQUE CONSTANT

- perfume, £49, ELIE SAAB. 7 Necklace, POA, CHANEL.

DEXTER. 10 Trainers, £340, ALAIA at net-a-porter.com.

STYLE EYES

Emma King was
red by the
vee-spirited glamour
of Micl and Bianca
Jazger's weddii‘z{ in
St Trapez, 19788

Club Correntoso (the latter being
Emma’s middle name).

Here, Cuban band The Legends
played while guests aged 12 to 91
hit the dancefloor. A cigar-roller
was on hand and guests grazed at
leisure on Cuban-inspired food
stalls by Mark Jankel. “The energy

was electric, says Emma. ‘Philip

had totally nailed the vibe and we
couldn’t stop smiling” Arriving in
a flowing champagne silk dress
by Spanish designer Cortana and
a striking Jess Collett-designed
headpiece (inspired by the one
created by the British milliner for
the Princess of Wales at the Coro-
nation), with Alexander in a crisp

cream double-breasted suit, they
oozed Tropicana-esque glamour.
But they didn’t stop there. At
10.30pm, the couple made a quick
dash to change into their third
‘clubbing’ outfits (Emma still in her
headpiece). Then, grabbing their
families under the guise of needing
a backstage team meeting, they all
went to welcome Mark Ronson,
who would be DJing for the grand
finale. “We agreed our siblings had
to have a moment with him, or
they’d never let us live it down!
Unsurprisingly, nobody wanted
to leave. But at 2am, the couple
made their exit in a pastel-coloured
Cadillac that deposited them at the
front of Claridge’s for their first
night. (Emma’s parents had done
the same on their big day.) ‘Tl
never forget the look on the night
doorman’s face as we rocked up,
she says. Tt was pure magic. [J
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Babe Paley
wears a Verdura
ring with her
signature
lashings of
])(’17}'/5, 1946

For her 1940 wedding,
Babe wore a tiara and
striking diamond pendant

TATLER

Take epoch-defining glamour with a personal twist:

Jewels inspired by Truman Capote’s coterie of socialites

Ve

Barbara ‘Babe’ Paley reigned supreme
in New York society. The most famous of
Truman Capote’s ‘swans', she married
Stanley G Mortimer at the age of 25; and
on her wedding day in 1940, she capti-
vated the congregation in a tiara and
huge, emerald-cut diamond pendant.
With that kind of style, she'd have loved
a glittering diadem from Chaumet — after
all, they have been crafting them since

By CHARLIE MILLER

Bab szle)}

ﬂ'.\"‘

1780 — teamed perhaps with Pragnell's
masterpiece necklace of diamonds and
Keshi pearls with a pear-shaped 8.15-
carat stone. Impossibly glamorous in
French couture and pearls, Babe also
used to sport some glorious pieces by
Jean Schlumberger; so surely she'd fall
for the ‘something blue’ (a spinel) in
Jean Schlumberger by Tiffany & Co's
Akoya pearl and diamond necklace.

1 Akoya pearl, diamond, blue spinel and platinum necklace, POA, JEAN SCHLUMBERGER
BY TIFFANY & CO. 2 Freshwater pearl bracelet, £328, COLEMAN DOUGLAS. 3 & 9
Diamond and white gold tiara; diamond and white gold brooch, both POA, CHAUMET.

4 Diamond and platinum ring, POA, BOODLES. 5 Sapphire, diamond and Fairmined white
gold necklace, POA, CHOPARD. 6 Diamond and white gold bracelet, POA, CARTIER.

7 Diamond and platinum ring, POA, DE BEERS. 8 Sapphire, diamond and platinum
earrings, POA, HARRY WINSTON. 10 Sapphire, diamond and platinum ring, POA,
GRAFF. 11 Diamond and platinum earrings, POA, MOUSSAIEFF. 12 Keshi pearl,
diamond and platinum pendant, POA, PRAGNELL




Impeccably sleck:
Lee Radziwill in a

Lanvin gown, 1962

Truman Capotes
Principessa in
dazzling pendant
earrings at hisBlack
and White Ballin
New York, 1966

Lee Radziwill

In the early 1960s, as the sister of First
Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, Caroline Lee
Bouvier was as close to American royalty
as it gets. In fact, since 1959 and her
second marriage to Prince Stanislaw
Radziwill, she'd become a real-life prin-
cess; a fact revelled in by Capote, who —
befriending her a few years after JFK's
assassination — always referred to her as

‘Principessa’. Her signature style often
included a sleek chignon, allowing dra-
matic earrings to take centre stage; so
today, she'd have been seduced by
Boucheron's shoulder-grazers or Yoko
London’s pearl tassels. As she was often
snapped wearing a jangle of diamond
bracelets, Van Cleef & Arpels’ statement
cuff would complete her assemblage.

1 Freshwater pearl, diamond and white gold earrings, £10,000, YOKO LONDON.

2 Diamond and platinum ring, POA, CHAUMET. 3 Diamond and white gold earrings,

POA, BOGHOSSIAN. 4 Diamond and platinum ring, POA, PRAGNELL. 5 Pearl, diamond
and white gold necklace, POA, GARRARD. 6 Pearl, diamond and white gold bangle,
£40,000, DAVID MORRIS. 7 Diamond and platinum ring, POA, G COLLINS & SONS.
8 Diamond and platinum bracelet, £116,000, PRESTONS. 9 Diamond and white gold
necklace, POA, CHOPARD. 10 Pearl, diamond and white gold necklace, POA, CHANEL
HIGH JEWELLERY. 11 Diamond and white gold earrings, £40,700, BOUCHERON.

12 Diamond, platinum and white gold bracelet, POA, VAN CLEEF & ARPELS



Marella weds Gianni
Agnelli in a Balenciaga
gown at Osthoffen
Castle, Strasbourg, 1953

Marella Agnelli
wears a dress by
Balenciaga and
discreetly opulent
Jewellery atthe
Villa L(’t}[)()/ﬂ'{l
in the South of
France, 1963

MRaamse

Marella Agnelli |

TATLER

This elegant, slender-necked beauty
(born Princess Marella Caracciolo di
Castagneto) married the dashing Fiat
tycoon Gianni Agnelli in 1947, cementing
aunion that would last 50 years; and for
the ceremony itself, though she dazzled
in a bespoke Balenciaga satin gown, her
jewellery was discreet. That, however,
was not her norm. Marella led a glossy

life — yachting with the Kennedys, skiing
in St Moritz — and favoured jewels to
match. Today, the patrician standard-
setter would doubtless be drawn to an
eclectic mix of pearls, and to Buccellati's
opulent Mosaico earrings and cuff. And
being descended from Neapolitan nobil-
ity, she'd certainly be partial to a tiara
from Harry ‘King of Diamonds’ Winston.

1 White gold and diamond earrings, POA, VAN CLEEF & ARPELS. 2 Pearl, diamond and
white gold necklace, POA, DAVID MORRIS. 3 & 7 Diamond, yellow gold and white gold
earrings; diamond, yellow gold and white gold bracelet, both POA, BUCCELLATL.

4 Diamond, white gold and yellow gold ring, from £8,000, EMMA CLARKSON WEBB.

5 Diamond and yellow gold ring, POA, HATTIE RICKARDS. 6 Diamond, yellow gold

and white gold ring, £42,000, JESSICA McCORMACK. 8 & 9 Convertible diamond

and platinum tiara; pink diamond, white diamond, rose gold and platinum ring, both POA,
HARRY WINSTON. 10 Akoya pearl, Conch pearl, diamond and white gold necklace, POA,
MIKIMOTO. 11 Pink diamond and white diamond earrings, POA, HIRSH LONDON

000



Capote’s cool vanilla
lady CZ Guest and
her poodle pose
poolside, 1962

Ceezee’ in aparty
dress by Hattie
Carnegie and her
beloved pearls,
photographed by
Cecil Beaton, 1952

The (only) marriage of Lucy Douglas ‘CZ
Guest, muse to Slim Aarons, took place
in Havana, Cuba, in 1947, at the home of
best man Ernest Hemingway. The groom
was a blue-blooded international polo
champion; namely, Winston Frederick
Churchill Guest, the second cousin of our
great wartime leader. The society maven's
friends included the Duke and Duchess

CZ Guést

of Windsor. The ‘cool vanilla lady', as
Capote described her, was known for
understated elegance (Givenchy gowns
and Mainbocher suits notwithstanding).
‘Ceezee’ always wore pearls, so she'd
have fallen for Assael’s lustrous single
strand — and switched it up with Tasaki's
elegant double-strand necklace. Timeless
pearls for the most classic of girls. [J

1 & 8 South Sea pearl, diamond and platinum bracelet; South Sea pearl, diamond and
platinum necklace, both POA, TASAKI. 2 Freshwater pearl, diamond and white gold
earrings, £1,200, YOKO LONDON. 3 & 10 South Sea pearl, diamond and white gold
necklace, POA; Pearl, diamond and white gold bracelet, £14,000, ASSAEL. 4 Diamond
and platinum ring, POA, BULGARI HIGH JEWELLERY. 5 Diamond and pearl brooch,
£14,750, BENTLEY & SKINNER. 6 Diamond and platinum ring, £14,500, MAPPIN &
WEBB. 7 Diamond and white gold earrings, POA, DIOR JOAILLERIE. 9 Diamond and
white gold earrings, £9,750, JESSIE THOMAS. 11 Diamond and platinum ring, £47,500,
HANCOCKS LONDON. 12 Diamond and white gold bracelet, £35,900, CASSANDRA
GOAD. 13 Pearl, diamond and white gold bracelet, POA, CHANEL HIGH JEWELLERY

#| PHOTOGRAPHS: CECIL BEATON, HORST/CONDE NAST ARCHIVE; FARABOLA/BRIDGEMAN IMAGES; MARK SHAW/

MPTV; PHILIPPE HALSMAN/MAGNUM PHOTOS; SANTI VISALLI, SHARLAND/GETTY IMAGES




Grand design

For a country house wedding venue with majestic interiors

and bespoke planning look no further than Wolterton Park

IMAGINE HOSTING YOUR WEDDING
in an 18th-century stately home set in more
than 500 acres of parkland and woodland.
Envisage its grand, Palladio-inspired style,
enchanting walled gardens, luxurious lodgings
and illustrious former guests. And, best of all,
imagine that your dream wedding will be
taking place as one of only six hosted at this
venue all year, each crafted to the bespoke
wishes of the bride and groom.

It may sound like the stuff of fantasy, but
this is the exact scenario for those lucky few
who hold their weddings at Wolterton Park, a
private country estate in north Norfolk available

for exclusive-use weddings. This is a place of
vast arched windows, corniced ceilings,
pedimented door cases, magnificent fireplaces,
large sash windows and sparkling chandeliers.
The house is not open to the public, which is
perhaps why this stylish venue has remained
completely under the radar.

Wolterton Park is an ideal setting for those
looking to escape to the bucolic bliss of the
countryside for their nuptials, but without
straying somewhere too difficult for guests
to reach. Within the hall itself, there are 11
sumptuous bedrooms, which can be combined
with six holiday cottages to sleep up to 64

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Wolterton Park is just as
well suited to glamorous
indoor affairs as sprawling
al fresco celebrations

guests. The highlight here is the opulent State
Bedroom, which is used as a Bridal Suite.

This is a proudly versatile venue, which
impresses in any season, and Wolterton Park is
just as well suited to glamorous indoor affairs
as sprawling al fresco celebrations in the spring
and summer, with space for up to 200 in a
marquee in the grounds of the estate. Perhaps
the best aspect is the uninterrupted privacy
offered by it being exclusively yours, with the
option to extend across two or three days. Why
limit the best time of your life to just one day?

For more information, please visit woltertonpark.co.uk, email info@woltertonpark.co.uk or call 01263 768966 @uwoltertonpark




EMMA KING &
ALEXANDER
TAYLOR

The chic newlyweds
skied down to their
reception in Mont
d’Arbois, Megéve, in
the second chapter
of their wedding

— undoubtedly the
greatest show on earth

JAMIE CORETH &

- ISSY GRANGER

°F lik

THE HON LARA BAMPFYLDE
Friends desperately tried to reunite Lara,
the daughter of Lord and Lady Poltimore,
with her family's namesake tiara, famously
worn by Princess Margaret in the bathtub

TATLER
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ISTANBUL, JANUARY 2023.
Picture the scene: James, my floppy-
haired Hugh Grant-esque boyfriend
of six years, gets down on one knee
on a tiled rooftop, with the Blue
Mosque for a backdrop. The call to
prayer is a well-timed soundtrack
to proceedings. Pure bliss! I accept.

And immediately, my hitherto-
dormant bridal brain whirrs into
action. Richard Curtis supposedly
began writing Four Weddings after
attending 65 in an 1l-year period;
and while I haven’t clocked up quite
so many, I may not be far off. I can
even count my box-fresh fiancé as
a wedding victory: the ‘brother of
the bride’ who [ first registered when
he gave a reading from a lectern,
his round spectacles propped at the
end of his nose.

I peaked last year with a run
of six weddings in six weeks. My
screenplay would be called ‘Six

The Coreths and the Grangers made an
eye-catching balloonscape using Chinese
lanterns, paper cups and streamers

SOCIAL EYES

R — -

Weddings and a Coronation’ — of
which I caught only a tantalising
glimmer because I was hotfooting
it to Bolton Abbey to watch the
Prince and Princess of Wales’s por-
trait painter Jamie Coreth marry
my oldest childhood friend, Issy
Granger, the home-decor goddess
and daughter of the esteemed High
Sheriff of Yorkshire, Clare Granger.
So now I'm the eager bride, what
will I be gleaning from the greatest
weddings I've ever attended? From
a five-day bash on the slopes of
chi-chi Megeve to a minimalist
matrimonial knees-up at Mallorca’s
Neuendorf House, friends” wed-
dings are certainly fertile ground
for personal #wedspo — and in the
hope that it may be of some use to
others, here’s what I've learnt.
First off, wear the tiara. For my
auspicious day, a great friend has
proffered a diadem from their

T T—

Following a season of back-to-back invitations, culminating in six
weddings in as many weeks — from Mallorca and Madrid via the slopes
of Megéve — bride-to-be Annabel Sampson finds inspiration aplenty

family vault: the daintiest, prettiest,
diamond-encrusted headpiece. So
how could I refuse? And as the
Hon Lara Bampfylde, daughter
of Lord and Lady Poltimore, said
to me: ‘If you can’t wear a tiara at
your own wedding, when can you?’
It’s a good point. For Lara’s own
nuptials, despite concerted efforts,
we were unable to reunite her with
her family’s namesake tiara — the
glittering piece famously worn by
Princess Margaret in a bathtub in
1962 — since it is now in the hands
of an international tycoon. Fortu-
nately, the Comyns, her new in-laws,
had their own less-famous parure
to give her for the great day.
Second, leave demure at the
door. 'm looking to such fashion-
forward friends as Beth Johnson,
the starchitect-on-the-rise who
commissioned a ‘structural’, sun-
drenched cream silk creation by >

00
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<] Spanish designer Cortana for her
Mallorcan wedding at Neuendorf
House, the captivatingly stark John
Pawson and Claudio Silvestrin-
designed building. I'm taking notes
from fantasy snow-bride Emma
King, who was St Moritz-chic in
sparkling Elie Saab, with an ice-
white botanical headpiece by the
Princess of Wales-approved milli-
ner Jess Collett. And I'm thrilled by
how Issy Granger designed her own
dress with the loveliest, Guinevere-
esque sleeves inspired by ‘Mr Darcy
on some subconscious level’.

The aforementioned Lara started
the day in a virginal, high-necked
Alice Temperley dress before mor-
phing into a character from Daisy
Jones and the Six in a fluffy 16
Arlington top and Galvan trousers
(when she appeared on the drums).
I'm going for glass-half-full glam-
our in Halfpenny, inspired by
school friend Flora Blackett-Ord
who brought backless drama to
Northumberland’s Whitfield Hall.
I'll be wearing intricately embroi-
dered gloves, a delicate antique lace
veil and... a dress with a volumi-
nous mermaid silhouette. But will
I be able to dance?

Hopefully enough to take on
the tango — in the manner of high-
flying barristers Edward Granger
and Samantha Daley who per-
formed a smouldering take on the
notoriously hard-to-master routine
in the Palace of Westminster (where
the bride is Counsel to the Joint
Committee on Human Rights).

A grand entrance is of paramount
importance. I will be channelling
Emma King and Alexander Taylor,
who descended Mont d’Arbois in
perfect parallel turns, with a posse
of groomsmen brandishing flames
— against the backdrop of snowy
mountains — to the reception where
guests were experiencing Taylor
Swift-fan levels of euphoria. Mean-
while, Charlie Girardot and Lucy
Pedder, at wedding dos in Madrid,
exuded main character energy,
entering a monastery to Beyoncé’s
Crazy in Love, and sashaying past
elegant swathes of Delevingnes
(Charlie’s family) while guests rat-
tled their tambourines. And James

98

and I will both be on galloping
horses, soaring over cavalletti on
our way into the reception like
glamorous newlyweds, the Hon
George Greenall and Toby Corbin.
Just kidding.

But we will be having a ring-
bearing owl — a decision rooted in
pure eccentricity. (My brother’s
best friend Holly Ziff planted the
seed a decade ago at her own Jew-
ish wedding, and I've been hooked
on the idea ever since.) Other brides
prefer dogs: Mimi Westropp, the
daughter of the Hon Victoria and
Harry Westropp, held up her shih-
tzu Bilbo to the high heavens for

handmade details. Issy and Jamie
Coreth fashioned more than 200
miniature paper chairs in a literal
riff on ‘take your seat’ for the place-
ments at their wedding breakfast.
(And with their artistic families,
the creative couple also constructed
a raft of 300 hot-air balloons using
Chinese lanterns, paper cups and
streamers to form a balloonscape
across the marquee.) Alice Elphick
and Ollie Frewin decorated the
trees along their driveway in thou-
sands of multicoloured silk ribbons
for a British Indian-inspired wed-
ding. As for me? My mother, an

actor-turned-ceramicist, is making

And me? Tve always been
hooked on the idea of having a
ring-bearing owl — ardecision

rooted in putre eccentyicity

the group wedding photograph
in front of the Westropp family
home, Goadby Marwood Hall.
And Sarah Procter dressed up her
beloved labrador Tarka in a bride-
worthy white ribbon, in which she
was photographed staring adoringly
at the Pol Roger champagne.

Now we come to the important
subject of music. Whether it’s a
brass trio honking out 7he Pink
Panther Theme, a string quartet
inside the Palace of Westminster —
or Mark Ronson dropping Missy
Elliotts Ger Ur Freak On at Emma
and Alexander’s Club Correntoso
night (wedding, chapter one) —
music is undeniably crucial. It
could even be worth optimising
the sound system in the loos:
one freshly married young MP
was foxed — at his own wedding —
by the brother of the bride. His
maiden speech in the House of
Commons was played on repeat in
the Portaloo powder room for the
duration of the reception.

I am personally obsessed with

legions of pottery vessels in shades
of green and gold which will brim
with sweet peas, jasmine and del-
phiniums for table decorations.
Of course, we've latched onto an
integral theme to distinguish our
British garden extravaganza from
the many others and dispel the
possible onset of any wedding
ennui. If Beth and John Machin
were all about pure, unadulterated
minimalism at Neuendorf House
and Dominic Ramsden and Scarlett
Long embodied the quintessential
dolce vira at a castello in Tuscany,
we’ll be channelling the Ancient
World via Yorkshire, owing to
James’s infatuation with all things
classical (and his degree in archae-
ology). If Issy and Jamie named the
tables after shades of paint, from
cobalt blue to cerulean, were going
for a rollcall of Roman Emperors.
We've sourced classical busts and
wrought iron columns, you name it.
But what about the date? Given
the garden’s leading role in our
upcoming wedding, a weekend has

unquestionably been chosen when
—as my mum says — it will be at
its most ‘floriferous’. Sweet peas,
cornflowers and ammi (or ‘Queen
Anne’s Lace’) have been planted
down; and there will even be a
pearly bush of Exochorda “The
Bride’. Otherwise, I'm taking hor-
ticultural hints from Charlie Roper
and Flora Blackett-Ord, whose
Northumberland garden abounded
with huge white peonies and fox-
gloves. Meanwhile, Stockeld Park
was verdantin-excelsis for the wed-
ding of Phoebe Grant and Charlie
Newman, flush with botanicals
and even a fully-formed tree in the
middle of the central bar.

Maryanne Haggas, granddaugh-
ter of Lester Piggott, transformed
her marquee into a spring cherry
blossom installation with the help
of the florist du jour, Lucy Vail.
Ollie Ridley and Emily Shalash’s
garden-based ceremony, set against
the Cotswolds hills in Moreton-in-
Marsh, was the utopian rural idyll.
And the ethereal arrangements
around the old ruined church —a
kind of topiary folly — at Birdsall
House in Yorkshire for the wed-
ding of Molly Anderson and Andy
Bulman were enchanting.

Of course, I'll be keeping the
father of the bride in check (he has
at times teetered into ‘father of the
bride-zilla’ territory). No doubt
he’ll be looking to fellow Yorkshire
‘FOB’ Philip Procter who, when
hosting his new Berkshire and
Newmarket-based in-laws (Lord
and Lady Benyon and Lord and
Lady Grimthorpe), addressed the
marquee: ‘To the gentleman who
entangled his Ferrari’s snow chains
in the cattle grid, please don’t
worry. The local blacksmith is on
the job and it should be free by
tomorrow for the journey home!”

Anything else? It remains to be
seen whether 'l be struck by more
inspiration prior to my walk up the
aisle. At the time of writing, we’re
just an Antigua-based wedding and
a bumper May of back-to-back nup-
tials away from our own on 8 June
—and that’s a day after the Duke
and future Duchess of Westminster.
Yorkshire best be ready. [

TATLER
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MARYANNE HAGGAS & ADAM PEACOCK
Lester Piggott’s granddaughter commissioned Lucy Vail to
create a cherry blossom takeover of the marquee — which
was met with the whole-hearted approval of her father,

William Haggas, one of the King's racehorse trainers

K%

SARAH PROCTER & HARRY BENYON
Tarka, the bride’s black labrador, was dressed

up in a fitting white bow, in which she was
photographed staring adoringly at the champagne

SAMANTHA DALEY

& EDWARD GRANGER

Anyone for tango? The high-flying barristers
took to the floor for the first dance inside the
Thames Pavilion at the Palace of Westminster

PHOEBE GRANT & CHARLIE NEWMAN
The bride’s childhood home, the Palladian jewel N
Stockeld Park, was transformed into a magical o
immersive forest, complete with a full-size tree : : ANNABEL B ‘
in the middle of the bar S .xﬁAM.QSON & EMILY:SHALASH

. ] ) ; - JAMES & OLLIERIDLEY
The bride’s subtly printed floral dress,
with tinybuttons down'the back, was
perfect for anwal fresco-Gloucesters
wedding at a 16th-century manor housey"’
with a 300-year-old Mulberry tree

on-to-be-
jed pair will
annelling the
Ancient World
in their garden

extravaganza

BETH JOHNSON & JOHN MACHIN Even my box-fresh fiancé was a

Beth was bridal perfection in a dress woven from z . . K
llic sille by Spanish designer Cortana at her wm’dmg VZCTO}?)/ —a bVOZ’bf}" O_f‘fbf b?"ldf g
imalist wedding at Neuendorf House in EE—— -

Mallorca. The bride and groom made their big b

entrance to Diana Rosss Tts My House' k a
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BIG°NUMBERS

What does it take to break the scales for society’s most lavish nuptials?
From mega veils to cakes galore, Dora Davies-Evitt is keeping count

£926,400 W

was the price bid for Princess \ 55
Margaret's wedding tiara when it was
sold at Christie’s in 2006. Called the
Poltimore, it was made by Garrard for |
the wife of the second Baron Poltimore |-
(who was treasurer to Queen Victorias
household). The princess paid £5,500
for it at auction in 1959, a few months
before Antony Armstrong-Jones
proposed to her. 75]lé€ Z_
o G2 N il of veil were sported by
Priyanka Chopra when
she married Nick Jonas
in 2018. (That was for
their “Western’
ceremony, though they
were also wed in a
Hindu rite.) And over
the course of their 5
five-day festivities, she |
wore at least an equal
number of outfits.
These included a gold /<
and silver sequin sari
by Abu Jani-Sandeep i
Khosla; a Ralph Lauren — \

gown, teamed with
that long veil; and a red \&//

ye?zgco?ld

is the age of the Knebworth
estate where the Hon Edward
Lytton Cobbold married
German heiress Dr Helena
Meyer-Johann in 2023. The
next day brought drama: a fallen
tree set 40 red deer loose in the

grounds, requiring the guests to Sabyasachi lehenga i
herd the animals mid-brunch. with Chopard | e

‘An unexpected wedding jewellery. Low-key { '
activity, the groom told Zazler. or what? =

8 1dvs

were uttered by Hollywood star
Elizabeth Taylor, who tied the knot with
seven different men. Her husbands
ranged from hotel tycoon Conrad
Hilton Jr (in 1950) to construction
worker Larry Fortensky (in 1991); and
in between, she married Richard Burton
— twice, Michael Wilding, Michael
Todd, Eddie Fisher and John Warner.
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o in the workshop and
1 Lady Kitty Spencer’s
-Q . :j Dolce & Gabbana gown

)

was how long it took the Princess of Wales

to walk up the aisle at Westminster Abbey
for her wedding to Prince William in
2011. Then Kate Middleton, she was

followed by her sister and maid-of-honour

Pippa, both in Alexander McQueen.

B it

was finally ready for her
headline-grabbing
wedding to Michael
¢ i Lewis in 2021. Among
the guests were close
friends Sabrina Elba,
Pixie Lott and Jade
Holland Cooper, as well
as such family members
as the bride’s sisters Lady
& Eliza and Lady Amelia
Spencer. The ceremony
took place at the Villa
Aldobrandini

near Rome.

~ 4

—
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1.9 billion

is the number of people who tuned in to

watch the Duke and Duchess of Sussex wed at
St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle, with
100,000 well-wishers lining the streets. >

///

2 countries

— (France and Italy) hosted
e Kim Kardashian and

= Kanye West’s nuptials in
\ / .
i | 2014. They kicked off
~ witha pre-wedding party

2 | at the Palace of Versailles

/\//\/ and, a day later, tied the
e knot at the Forte di

: Belvedere in Florence.

\ /\i Fast-forward to 2022 and
£ Kourtney K wed Travis
> \ Barker in Portofino,

e sparking accusations of

: ‘\.’)‘/ ‘copying’ from her little
a- sister. Ah, these

iy \ reality royals...
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ﬁ households

and heads of state attended the
Madrid wedding of Letizia Ortiz
Rocasolano and Prince Felipe of
Spain in 2004, including Prince
¢ Albert of Monaco, the then Prince
of Wales and Crown Princess
Victoria of Sweden. The occasion &
was the first royal wedding Spain
had hosted in almost a century.

{ 500,000 )51l

were used to adorn Victoria Swarovski’s 2017
custom-made white dress for her wedding to
Munich-based entrepreneur Werner Miirz,
held at the Cathedral of San Giusto in Trieste.
Made by Dubai-based designer Michael
Cinco, it featured a wide skirt and a sheer
bodice, and she matched the gown with a pair
of white Jimmy Choo heels.

27 cakes

is how many the then
Prince and Princess of
‘Wales had to contend with
in 1981. But first the
ceremony: en route to St
Paul’s, Diana sailed past the
crowds in the Glass Coach
with her father John, the
8th Earl Spencer — the
carriage was said to be a
squeeze for them thanks to
her meringue dress.

3stone

was the weight of the wedding dress worn by Soraya
Esfandiary-Bakhtiary when she married Shah

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran in 1951. The bride

wore a Dior gown comprising 37 yards of silver lamé,
plus pearls, 6,000 diamond pieces and 20,000

marabou feathers. So heavy was the creation that

moments before the ceremony the Shah took scissors

to the train in an attempt to lighten her load.

70,000
orchids

were flown from Thailand
to fill Jay-Z’s 13,500 sqft
Manhattan penthouse
when he celebrated his
marriage to Beyoncé in
2008. Only 40 guests were
invited to witness the
event, held inside a large
tent in his drawing room.
Goodbye, single lady! (I

TATLER
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The master

Plan

As it approaches its third decade
of wedding expertise, GSP Events
reflects on its now legendary status

8
i =ik

EVEN A CURSORY scroll through the
dreamy, floral-adorned Instagram account of
GSP Events is enough to make you swoon.
From the Cotswolds to the Caribbean, via the
sands of St Tropez and the rolling hills of
Tuscany, every GSP-produced wedding is
picture-perfect. They resemble the wildest
and
demonstrate the utmost professionalism. This
creative flair has been honed over almost 30
years by organising extraordinary, award-
winning events around the world.

You might find your interest piqued by a
gathering on the landscaped lawns of Villa
Ephrussi de Rothschild in the south of France, or
by a hidden feast in the magical woods of

Pinterest-board  fantasies incarnate

Wilderness Reserve, the off-grid country estate
in Suffolk. You might prefer the timeless
grandeur of dinner and dancing in the ballroom
at Claridge’s, or the sleck glamour of a takeover
at The Maybourne Riviera, overlooking Monaco
on the cliffs of the Cote d’Azur. All this and
much more can be crafted to perfection by GSP
Events, which counts celebrities, royalty and
luxury brands as clients.

Founded by Emma Gold in 1997, GSP

From the Cotswolds

1o the Caribbean, ever
GSP-produced weddiing
15 picture-perfect

2y

s
- ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE -

3

Events is a boutique agency now celebrating 27
years of industry-leading work. With an enviable
network of contacts, GSP has won official-
supplier status at some of the world’s finest
venues. But its not only weddings on which
Emma and her competent team can work their
event magic; GSP has also crafted engagement
parties, pre- and post-wedding celebrations, and
milestone birthdays, not to mention exclusive
red-carpet events and sophisticated charity galas
for some very high-profile names.

A central part of GSP’s ability to deliver
successful events is its commitment across the
event-planning spectrum. Whether you're
organising a large wedding abroad, or an
intimate gathering at home, you will always
receive the same level of bespoke, dedicated
care and service.

GSP’s outstanding portfolio of events has
only been made possible by sustaining loyal
and honest relationships with both its clients
and longstanding suppliers. These industry
links have been nurtured by a long-serving,
dedicated core team, which has a real passion
for creating the exceptional, high-quality
weddings. GSP Events has truly earned its
reputation for discreet, skilful execution,
proving a godsend for anyone planning a
glamorous celebration.

For more information, please visit gsp-uk.com, or contact emma@gsp-uk.com, or hannah@gsp-uk.com @gspled
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GIAMBATTISTA VALLI
HAUTE COUTURE. Shoes,
£645, MANOLO BLAHNIK.
Bag, £1,295, JIMMY
CHOO. Headpiece, £425,
AWON GOLDING. Earrings,

. POA, CHAUMET
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| Styling by Hamnah Leare







Dress, POA, GALIA
LAHAV. Veil, £475,
SASH+VEIL. Bag, £555,
MAE CASSIDY. Earrings,
necklace and bracelet,
POA, DE BEERS

TATLER




BAKE UP.A STORM
Photographed inside the
Jabulously ornate Wedding |
Cake, a 12-metre, three-sto
pavilion-at Waddesdon that)
~is part sculpture, part garden
folly. The creation of Portug
installation artist Joana {
Vasconcelos, the sculpture is
inspired by the Baroque A
architecture and ceramic
traditions of the artists ||
home city of Lisbon. It was |
commissioned by the late Lor
Rothschild as a celebration\o]
love, festivity and of the Ma
itself, a trove of European ar
collected by generations of the
Rothschild family

P
TATLER Y

Dress, POA, JENNY
PACKHAM. Shoes, £880,
MALONE SOULIERS.
Headpiece, £795, RACHEL
TREVOR-MORGAN. Bag,
£555, MAE CASSIDY.
Gloves, £55, DENTS.
Earrings and bracelet,

) POA, CHAUMET

00



Dress, headpiece and —
gloves, POA, TAMARA
RALPH. Shoes,
£4,000, JIMMY__—
CHOO. Earrings, POA,

HARRY WINSTON

AR SRR A IS AR
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Dress, POA, CAROLINE
CASTIGLIANO. Shoes,
£645, MANOLO
BLAHNIK. Headpiece,
£545, LOCK & CO.
Earrings and bracelet,
POA, CHAUMET
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Dress, POA, GEORGES
HOBEIKA. Shoes,
£4,000, JIMMY CHOO.
Headpiece, £765,
CAROL KENNELLY
MILLINERY. Earrings,
bracelet and ring, POA,
CHAUMET

.
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Dress, £12,500, THE
COUTURE GALLERY.

Shoes, £645, MANOLO
BLAHNIK. Veil, £525,
SASH+VEIL. Earrings,
necklace and bracelet,
POA, CHAUMET

W e SR M S e,
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Dress, POA, EMILIA
WICKSTEAD. Shoes,
£850, JIMMY CHOO.
Earrings, POA,
CHAUMET




Dress, POA, KHYELL.
Headpiece, £193, CAROL
KENNELLY MILLINERY.
Earrings, necklace and
bracelet, POA, DE BEERS

TATLER
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MANOLO BLAHNIK.

Headpiece, £825,
RACHEL TREVOR-
MORGAN. Earrings,

POA, CHAUMET




\
Dress, POA, PHILLIPA
LEPLEY. Headpiece,
£345, LOCK & CO.i¥
Earrings, necklace an
bracelet, POA, HARR
WINSTON

D S e e PR

For stockists, see Address : \\ t
Book. Hair: Richard
Phillipart. Make-up: Karina
Constantine using Les
Beiges Summer Spirit and
Hydra Beauty Micro Serum
Lip by Chanel. Nails:
Chisato Yamamoto at
Caren. Model: Naki
Depass at Wilhelmina.
Lighting director; Michael
Furlonger. Lighting
assistants: Tom Baldwin,
Pablo Gallegos. Styling
assistants: Harriet Elton,y
Sophie Callaghan and " -
Hyunsoo Lee. Photography
intern: Harry Bramall.
Production and casting:
Nick Forbes Watson.
Assistant: Emily Amold.
Flowers by Blooming
Haus. With thani?zto
Waddesdon Manor and ™.
the Rothschild Foundation

TATLER




PHOTOGRAPH: LUC BRAQUET

By ASTRID JOSS

DEeQUL

KNESS
-ALTH

From the run-up to the
reception, follow our
experts’ |-do list

BRUSH HOUR
A round of these
beauty treatments

will have any happy

couple good to glow

TATLER
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TREATMENTS

For a healthy-looking head, ‘Botox’
your locks at Marylebone’s glamor-
ous Gielly Green. The non-invasive
treatment consists of a formalde-
hyde- and keratin-free smoothing
process that calms and relaxes hair,
banishing frizz and leaving you
with a silky-smooth shine. There’s
no downtime, and it lasts three to
six months. giellygreen. co.uk

GLOSS

For an unapologetically rich sheen,
there’s only Neville’s. Kash Bishop
administers a series of new K18
restructuring rituals that impart
all the gloss and bounce of a 1990s
supermodel (four in a row, for the
full effect). And then there’s the
holy grail, the signature liquid-gold
blow-dry —it’s basically a Brazilian
straightening without chemicals —
which ensures only the most precise
results; and it'll dazzle for at leasta
month. nevillehairandbeaury.net

GROWTH

Philip Kingsley is the expert who
the rich and famous consult when
things geta little thin on top. Book
in with Mayfair’s premier tricholo-
gist for any tress-related issues and
you’'ll emerge brand-new. Whether
its dandruff, hair loss or anything
in-between, this expert team will
succinctly diagnose and effectively
treat any problem. And, should you
be out of the vicinity, this salon
also offers a brilliant online service.

philipkingsley.co.uk
EXTENSIONS

The reigning queen of this scene,
Louise Bailey will create volume,
length and most importantly high

000

DE'S HA

The countdown is on. From high-society hair stylists to miracle
make-up artists —and the tools to track down — Astrid Joss shares-the
final flourishes you need for wedding-day radiance

TRESSED TO IMPRESS

Get a-head of the game with the best preparation products

VIDA GLOW

1 Damage Reverse Serum, £59, VIRTUE at cultbeauty.co.uk. 2 Silk turban,
£75, SLIP. 3 Sculpt Gua Sha, £42, ACT+ACRE at cultbeauty.co.uk. 4 Scalp
Exfoliating Shampoo, £38, RAHUA. 5 Alchemy Resilience Shampoo, £47,
ORIBE. 6 Hairology hair supplements, £45, VIDA GLOW

drama. This is seriously haute hair.
With 22 years of experience and a
celebrity client list to match (Ellie
Goulding and Yasmin Le Bon), she
knows her tails from her lengths.
Her signature style? Your hair looks
completely natural even under the
forensic glare of those in the know.

beauryclublondon.co.uk

COLOUR

Look to Oxford Circus-based Moe
and Shady Harb, Lebanese brothers
who are transforming the colour of
London’s most high-maintenance
women one head at a time. This
pair can magic any hue from dark
noir to icy blonde without breaking
into a sweat. @moe_harb_London
@shady_hairstylist

George Northwood, the man who
was behind the Duchess of Sussex’s

glossy hairdo’s on her former royal
tours, also has an eye for flawless
colour. Both his Fitzrovia and East
London salons offer to-dye-for ser-
vices and cutting-edge techniques.
georgenorthwood. com

STYLISTS

For a touch of stardom, consult the
king! From tending to Hollywood
legends to masterminding couture
shows: its all in a day’s work for
this oh-so down-to-earth yet larger-
than-life character. Drama? Larry
King has seen it all. Now, bring on
the bride! larrykinghair.com

A celebrity in his own right (and by
appointment to the Afro-Caribbean
A-list), Errol Douglas is most at
home tending to the Belgravia set
by day; and by night, attending
award ceremonies (where he or his

clients are often winners). If you
can’t pin him down, his senior style
director James Brunt is also a whizz
atanything from a chic chignon to
the most glam, blown-out ‘down-
do’. erroldouglas.com

When nerves are running higher
than your piled-up coif, you need
Jordan Garrett by your side. The
former assistant of Luke Hersheson
has picked up every trick of the
trade from ‘the boss’ — including
how to manage the ultimate bridal
demands. hershesons.com

HAIR WE GO

For the day of, go full pelt

ique Ropion
TRAIT

A LADY
EVEUX

1 Wave maker, £149.50,
HERSHESONS. 2 Portrait of a Lady =*
Hair Mist, £150, FREDERIC MALLE.
3 Dream Coat Supernatural Spray, £27,
COLOUR WOW. 4 The Invisible Hold

hairspray, £82, SISLEY PARIS.
5 Gold brush, £95, AERIN at
net-a-porter.com

TATLER



ABOUT FACE

-VISIT

In the weeks before the wedding, it's all about skinnovation

MZ SN

FACIAL

JOANNE EVANS

Surgery not your thing? For a more
natural approach, Evans specialises
in medically-enhanced treatments
such as lasers, peels and derma-
brasion. For a glowing and healthy
complexion, she’s the lady of the
facial manor. skin-matters.co.uk

LASHES

EDY LONDON

For brighter eyes, lash-lengthening
is key. Edy specialises in individual
extensions for a defined but natural
look, expertly applying each little
lash to complement your unique
features. salon.edy.london

BROWS

NAILS & BROWS

This Berkeley Street hotspot was
founded by Sherrille Riley to offer
the most discerning of clients —
including Mayfair locals and royals
— essential grooming services at a
superlative level. While her exten-
sive brow menu includes a variety
of techniques to tidy and re-shape,
it's the micro-blading and micro-
feathering treatments that remain
stars of the show — perfect for those
who've little or none of their own.
nailsandbrows.me

TATLER

1 Self-Tanning Drops, £35, DR SEBAGH. 2 Powercell
Skinmunity The Deep Regenerating Essence, £107,
HELENA RUBINSTEIN. 3 Advanced Night Repair
Eye Supercharged Gel-Creme, £56, ESTEE LAUDER.
4 Everything Eye Patches, £100, DR BARBARA
STURM. 5 Germanium facial roller, £65, MZ SKIN

TUTORIALS

CHANEL

Practice makes perfect — and who
better to employ than Chanel for
the ultimate lesson? Visit its School
of Makeup and choose from four
masterclasses. For example, Glow
On The Go will show you how to
stay radiant in a stressed-out world.

And The Essentials teaches you

how to create a complete wedding
look, with a Chanel artist offering
make-up tips and tricks, as well as
advice on how to enhance your best
features. chanel.com

GUERLAIN

For those who feel time-poor but
are in need of a glow-up, Guerlain’s
Covent Garden boutique is an ideal
pit stop. The make-up is quick — 45
minutes — but still ultra-luxurious.
guerlain.com

AT HOME

INPARLOUR

The beauty concierge that Nicky
Hilton Rothschild called in for her
bridal hair and make-up offers a
vast menu of treatments in your
own home — or space of choice —
and you can invite the rest of your
entourage, too. inparlour.co.uk
RUUBY APP

In Manchester, Surrey, London and
the Cotswolds, industry experts
from Ruuby’s designated bridal
section will come straight to your
door. Services include trials, and

READY FOR YOUR CLOSE-UP

Face the future as you walk down the aisle

DI

L))

' f

GUERLAIN
PARIS

beauty

make-up on the day, for bride-to-be
and her wedding party. ruuby.com

MAKE-UP ARTISTS

EMMA O’'BYRNE

Egypt and Sicily, via Venice: just a
few of the locations that feature on
O’Byrne’s wedding hit list this year.
Little wonder, when her jet-set cli-
entele includes brands (Chloé and
Chanel), A-listers (Claudia Schiffer,
Sienna Miller) and royals (Princess
Beatrice). More importantly, bridal
make-up is what she loves to do
most. @emmaobyrne

HANNAH MARTIN

The wildly talented, down-to-earth
Hannah has been the lead make-up
artist at a host of royal weddings.
@hannahmartinmakeup

SARAH JANE WAI

For a clean, exactand elevated look,
put your face in the hands of ex-
Charlotte Tilbury MUA Sarah
Jane. Known for defining cheek-
bones and widening eyes, she’s the
person Kylie, Amal, Salma and
Demi all call. @sarahjanewai [

1 Indulge for Women scent, £2,400, AMAFFI. 2 Orange Blossom CBD Oil, £18, TRIP. 3 llluminating Powder, £68,
CHANEL. 4 Addict Lip Maximiser in Pink, £32, DIOR. 5 The Favourite Scent, £175, PENHALIGON’S. 6 Silky Bronze
Cooling Protective Suncare Spray SPF50+, £90, SENSAI. 7 24H Intense Volume Curl Mascara, £34, GUERLAIN

000
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Having witnessed decades of dubious lip augmentation, Dr Prager
has honed the ultimate, medically led antidote: The London Lip

‘I FIRST WITNESSED LIP augmentation
in 2000, says Dr Michael Prager, who has
been practising medicine in London for 23
years — garnering international acclaim and a
fiercely loyal fanbase in the process. “The work
was done by a French plastic surgeon using a
semi-permanent filler. It took him two
seconds — half a syringe left, half a syringe
right — and there was no regard to any sort of
anatomy. The filler went in, the lip was big
and that was that.’

Mercifully, in the 24 intervening years, vast
improvements have been made, both in terms
of the skillsets of those who are administering
the treatment and the products used in the
procedure itself. Yet, as Dr Prager notes, one

of the biggest challenges for practitioners in
the field is fads, which can mean that lip
augmentation is dictated by fashion rather
than solid medical knowledge. That’s where
Dr Prager’s new treatment, The London Lip,
comes in. It offers discerning clients a high-
quality option that has been honed over 20
years of experience. The knowledge gained
during this period means this internationally
regarded doctor has an intimate understanding
of the procedure and its history.

Speaking from the stylish comfort of his
exclusive London clinic, located amid the
timeless glamour of Knightsbridge, Dr Prager
recounts a few more tales from this turbulent
history. It began with the so-called ‘Paris Lip’,

which was en vogue when he first arrived in
London from his native Germany. “This was
apparently the best way to enhance lips — by
injecting the top lip only, he says, with
a bemused smile. ‘Nobody even thought
about injecting the bottom lip. I was working
with a lot of models at the time and not one of
these naturally beautiful
disproportionately larger top lip, so it made
no sense to me whatsoever.’

After the Paris Lip faded from fashion,
another disastrous trend emerged: something
Dr Prager refers to
procedure’, which saw lips being pumped to
greater (and natural-looking)
proportions. ‘People were injected anywhere

people had a

as the ‘bee-sting

ever less




Top three treatments

THE LONDON LIP
Developed over 20 years,

The London Lip combines a superlative
understanding of procedure and
product, which is delivered with

Dr Prager’s signature light touch and
meticulous artistry.

THE ILLUMINATOR FACIAL
A therapist-based skin resurfacing
treatment that can compete with any
machine, this facial offers outstanding
results with minimal downtime.
Truly a luxury experience.

PRP LIPS AND BODY
RESURFACING
As an alternative to injectables,
Dr Tuckey uses pioneering natural
methods, such as platelet-rich plasma,
to regenerate lip tissue and stimulate
growth factors.

in the lip, without any nod to anatomy,
aesthetics or even science,” he explains. “The
aim was merely to pump the stuff in. This
went on for a couple of years until around
2008, but the look was turned on its head
with the ascendency of Angelina Jolie;
suddenly, everyone was creating huge bottom
lips, which may have worked for Jolie herself,

but not so much for other people.” Fast
forward to today, and the reign of supersized,
extravagantly misshapen lips seems to be

ongoing. Dr Prager continues: “These fads
don’t last forever, unlike the potential damage
caused by them — damage, incidentally, that
we spend a lot of time undoing at The Prager
Clinic in order to restore and maintain the
health of the lips.’

Dr Prager’s newly announced procedure,
The London Lip, is the antidote to this
history full of disappointment. It epitomises
this doctor’s meticulous artistry, refined skill,
resistance to fads and hard-earned knowledge
gleaned over decades of work. Central to the
success of The London Lip are two simple
factors: the product and the delivery. ‘One
reason I can do lips a lot better today than I
could, say, 10 years ago is that I use soft and
trusted products,’ he says. ‘I no longer need
to trial something that’s new on the market, a
product that promises to be the next best
thing. The other difference is that I am able
to inject lips with a cannula, which allows me
to surpass anything that has been done
previously.” This means he can inject trusted
products into the actual lip body, rather than
just the outline, and also correct fine lines
above the lip.

To further achieve effective anti-ageing
effects, Dr Prager advocates balancing lip
enhancement by restoring youthful vitality to
other areas of the face too — not simply
plumping the lips and hoping for the best.
“The lips, along with the surrounding area of
the mouth and face, all lose collagen, yet I end
up correcting the damage caused by other
practitioners largely because they appear to
have no understanding of that,” he says. ‘One
of the issues with lip procedures is that they
are commonly performed by cosmetic experts

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

‘With The London Lip,
I'm mz‘orz'%g the whole area,
120t Juist the lip, which 1s
why the results look
proportionate and make
Total medical sense’

rather than medical doctors, like myself, and it
eventually shows. When I treat the perioral
area that includes lips, skin and chin, I'm
restoring the whole area, not just the lip,
which is why the results look proportionate
and make total medical sense.’

The result of the treatment is naturally
beautiful, balanced lips restored to their
former glory, which look youthful and utterly
believable. The London Lip is available only at
The Prager Clinic, where the superlative skill
of a medical doctor ensures patient satisfaction,
without a fad in sight.

Dr Michael Prager

Considered among Europe’s most
experienced practitioners of cosmetic
medicine, Dr Prager is internationally
acclaimed for his skill. Fashions come
and go, but Dr Prager has remained
true to his belief that less is more — he
was among the first to champion the
natural look. He continues to favour
restoration over alteration, with his
clinic’s subtle yet rejuvenated results
reflecting this beautifully.

For more information, please visit drmichaelprager.com, or to book an appointment call 07999 060999

@thepragerclinic @ DrMichaelPrager
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Calling all grooms! It’s time to sharpen up appearances. From a trim physique to glowing
skin and healthy hair, here are the no-fuss treatments and cosmetics to covet
By ASTRID JOSS

EYE SEE

Iron out tired skin around the eyes
with the SmartXide Punto CO2
laser. This provokes the skin into
stimulating collagen and elastin to
tauten the epidermis and smooth
out creases. Start six months before
the big day with three sessions,
eight weeks apart. Downtime dep-
ends on the intensity; as Taktouk
Clinic’s Dr Hall says, the higher
the setting, ‘the better the results;
but with a longer recovery’. From
£995 (drwassimtaktouk.com)

NO SWEAT

If you want to avoid wet patches
on your big day — who wouldn'e?
— there’s a highly effective solution
in toxin. It works by blocking the
signals from the nerves that stim-
ulate sweat glands. Dr Mullan will
give 10 to 15 skin-deep jabs on the
affected areas, and the pin-pricks
cause almost no pain. From £400
(medicetics.com)

HAIR RAISING
Yearning for a youthful-looking

hairline? A surgical hair transplant
may be the answer. During a six-
hour procedure, Dr Somji extracts
healthy follicles from donorsites to
be embedded into sparse areas.
(The addition of stem cells super-
charges the results.) But do plan
ahead — consultations should be
booked 12 months before the big
day. From £7,000 (drmedispa.com)

SVELTE AND FELT

Check into Dr Prager’s clinic for a
Venus Legacy treatment to shift
a few pounds. This non-surgical
lipolysis heats fat cells until they
melt away. It's comfortable (with no
downtime); have no fewer than six
sessions. Face from £120, body from
£250 (drmichaelprager.com)
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MALE ORDER:
LOOK SHARP!

CUT TO THE CHASE
For an up-to-the-minute look — be

ita reshaped beard or a dapper ver- |

sion of the ‘skin fade’ style — the
expertly trained barbers at Adam
Grooming Atelier use traditional
Turkish methods to achieve razor-
sharp results. harrods.com

ABOUT FACE

Lift, sculpt, tighten and brighten:
take a facial workout at Claridge’s
sumptuous spa with the FaceGym

team. Combining muscle manipu- |

lation with EMS technology, the
Signature Sculpt will deliver new
vigour to your visage in the space
of a lunch break. claridges.com

NAILIT

For the most pristine male mani-
pedi in town, there has only ever
been Geo F Trumper. It's modern
grooming with old-school style, all

performed to a tee: trumpers.com

FINISHING TOUCH

It’s all in the detail. From perfect
ing your lashes and building the
dream brow to going hairless —
wherever you like — The Refinery
will help you cultivate your over-
alllook. the-refinery.com

WORKIT OUT

Whether you're after a toned body
or full-on weight loss, the ineffably
hip gym ID Fitness takes a three-
pronged approach of calisthenics,
strength training and Pilates. With
personal training focused on both
enjoyment and results, members
can be found sweating it out at
the Harrods location — though 1D
Fitness has now upped its game by
opening an even slicker branch in
Mayfair. trainwithid. co.uk
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THE CHURCH IS BOOKED,
the invitations calligraphed and in
the post, the groom is almost on
the wagon and now the bride’s final
dress-fitting is looming. But what
about the all-important aesthetic
preparations? Whether it’s all hap-
pening in a whirl or the big day has
been planned for years, there are
stealthy ways to refine, restore and
rejuvenate every possible body part
in time for that walk up the aisle. ..

FOR GLEAMING SKIN
BTL Exion

Face with Dr Galyna Selezneva at
Dr Rita Rakus Clinic

The lowdown All eyes have been
on BTL Aesthetics, awaiting the
launch of its Exion platform; cer-
tainly, in the hands of Selezneva,
this device does not disappoint.
There are four applicators but its
the Exion Face that is set to have
happy couples lining up fast. This
uses a patented technology called
monopolar radiofrequency, plus
targeted ultrasound, to initiate the
body’s natural production of hya-
luronic acid. That in turn boosts
hydration, plumping the skin and
upping the glow. Book in for off-
the-charts luminosity. And best of
all, there’s not a needle in sight.
Pain factor Nothing to speak of;
in fact, some people find the treat-
ment deeply relaxing.

Social downtime Minimal, bar the
tiniest pink flush which soon fades.
Results A complete game-changer
for a dry complexion. One month
later, the skin is firmer and English-
rose dewy. drritarakusclinic.co.uk

TATLER

[ REAL
YOURSELF

Aquagold Plus

facial with Dr Surbhi Virmani at
Cosderm UK

The lowdown Need to perk up
tired-looking skin? Cue Virmani’s
Aquagold Plus facial, which bright-
ens and tightens skin in record time.
First, she preps you with a gentle
fruit-acid peel, to deep-clean pores
and do away with roughness. Next
comes the Aquagold: a little vial of
bespoke serums, its lid is studded
with some tiny 24-carat-gold nee-
dles which inject the solution deep
in the dermis. In no time you'll be
ensconced beneath the Dermalux’s
LED lamp, which will swiftly calm
inflammation, accelerate collagen
production and induce deep relax-
ation. Exactly what's required, with
only a fortnight until the big day.
Pain factor The peel tingles, but
is quickly neutralised; the Aqua-
gold induces a feeling of pressure
but isn’t uncomfortable per se.
Social downtime Expect a little
warmth and redness, which soon
subsides and can easily be covered
with post-procedure make-up (or
man-tan). Not that you'll want to...
Results A few hours later, the skin
is bright and gleaming, while fine
lines and pigmentation will appear

softer. Happy days! cosderm.co.uk

FOR A HEAD-TURNING NECK
3D Thread

Lift with Dr Jean-Louis Sebagh

The lowdown So you want a pro-
file that's more refined, or indeed
chiselled> Go straight to Sebagh’s
spectacular Grade I-listed clinic,
full of peerless art and antiquities,

where the former surgeon is kept
busy by sculpting the necks of the
capital’s elite. And that’s because
his 3D Thread Lift can’t be bet-
tered. Sebagh laces polydioxanone
threads through two planes: in the
superficial musculo-aponeurotic
system, to lift the muscle; the other
superficially, to address the skin.
(And when jowls start to give way,
the doctor might also pass threads
beneath the chin in a hammock
formation.) In a final flourish, he
injects collagen stimulators diluted
with platelet-rich fibrin, a concen-
tration of growth factors collected
from the patients blood — to ban-
ish any lingering crépiness.

Pain factor 1t’s not for the faint-
hearted — but the procedure takes a
lictle less than an hour, and you're
ready to go home a few hours later.
Painkillers will take the edge off.
Social downtime Bruising and
swelling could both occur, so clear
your diary for the next week to 10
days and prepare to lay low.
Results Rather sensational, it has
to be said. Any jowls are as good as
gone, the silhouette is far sleeker —
and it should stay that way for up
to two years. drsebagh.com

Neck Perfect
with Dr Wassim Taktouk

The lowdown Whether weight loss
has taken its toll or a neglected
neck has always been your nemesis,
Taktouk can fix it with his hi-tech
Neck Perfect treatment. It enlists
help from several sources: bio-stim-
ulators such as Sculptra; a Cool
Peel laser to gently resurface crépey
skin; plus some Ameela Rejuvenation

beauty

From last-minute
tweaks to months of
scheduling, here's how
clinicians can create
ultra-luxe looks for when
you plan to tie the knot

By FRANCESCA OGIERMANN-WHITE

polynucleotides. For those worried
about so-called necklace lines, he'll
boost hyaluronic acid with BTL
Exion; if the neck appears stringy,
Taktouk will inject micro-droplets
of toxin to soften overactive mus-
cles. Brilliantly bespoke — and not
just for brides. ..

Pain factor Thanks to an applica-
tion of numbing cream, the laser
is fairly unnoticeable; however, the
injectables can sting a tad. The
radiofrequency, meanwhile, feels
like a hot-stone massage.

Social downtime On the day of
treatment, an oversized polo-neck
will be your best friend, concealing
possible redness without chafing or
rubbing. Taktouk will also give a
wealth of advice on post-procedure
care, as well as mandating SPE
Results Within a month, the skin
will look rejuvenated. But three
months later is when the neck feels
tauter and the skin is noticeably
thicker. drwassimtaktouk.com

FOR A SLEEK SILHOUETTE
InfraBaldan
with Professor Bob Khanna
The lowdown The InfraBaldan is
the newest way to sculpt a leaner-
looking physique: it’s safe, natural
and gradual. The sci-fi contraption
combines infrared light therapy
with exercise — think an easy-going
spin class — to target fat cells and
to stimulate cellular regeneration,
while firing up the metabolism and
ensuring effective weight loss for
longer. Ideal for that walk from the
altar to the door. ..

Pain factor The best thing about>

000
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<l the InfraBaldan is that, in order
to achieve results, you just need to
lay back, relax... and pedal.

Social downtime None — though
you might look hot and flushed
straight afterwards, so schedule
your diary accordingly.

Results Expect to commit: youe
looking at two or three 40-minute
sessions a week, until your desired
weight loss is achieved. (As always,
good nutrition will fast-track the
outcome.) drbk.co.uk

Erchonia
Emerald Laser with Dr Nima at
Remedi

The lowdown Both a Reiki practi-
tioner and the co-founder of clinic
Remedi, Dr Nima is far from your
average aesthetic doctor; and the
Emerald Laser is not your average
body-contouring device. Instead of
killing unwanted fat cells to achieve
the desired silhouette,
perforate them, so that they actu-
ally release their fatty-acid content
into the lymphatic system, whence
the body can dispose of them natu-
rally. A session takes less than an
hour, and one to two are recom-
mended weekly for a few months.
Follow that regime and ‘slimmed-
down wedding’ will take on a
whole new meaning.

Pain factor Zero. Some people
even fall asleep on the treatment
table thanks to the laser’s hypnotic,
green, swirling light...

Social downtime Again, zero. No
redness, no soreness, no nothing.
Results Impressive, with patients
seeing an average loss of six inches
from the waist after just 10 ses-
sions. Up the ante at the gym to
seal the deal. remedilondon.com

FOR THICKER HAIR
Nanoprocedure

with Amy Meshkati at Meshkati
Hair Centre

The lowdown This non-surgical
treatment promises personalised
upgrades to thinning or sparse
hair. First, Meshkati conducts a
thorough investigation, collecting
samples to find a precise match in
her ‘bank’. Then, the procedure
itself: 20 in-clinic hours spread
over two or three consecutive days,

its beams

during which she fixes multiple
new strands to the scalp’s stronger
anchor hairs. (The follicles are held
in place by flat, microscopic discs,
which Meshkati calls ‘nanopoints’.)
One by one, your locks build in
density until the desired effect and
fullness is achieved.

Pain factor Relief is administered,
which thankfully renders the pro-
cedure rather breezy.

Social downtime None at all. If
anything, hair only looks better as
the sessions continue.

Results A dramatic improvement
in hair health and thickness — and
utterly undetectable. Trialling dif-
ferent styles can now commence. ..
meshkati.co.uk

HydraFacial
Keravive at Elenique Skin Clinic
The lowdown Young lovers who
want to stay looking that way are
hotfooting it to Fulham for the
Keravive. Simply put, it's a facial
for your scalp: designed to deep-
clean and soothe, remove product
build-up and even stimulate hair
growth. But there’s no kneading
involved. Instead, various nozzles
(attached to a quietly humming
device) are methodically run across
the scalp, which dispense a mixture
of supercharged serums, growth
factors and proteins that cleanse,
exfoliate and hydrate. You'll be dis-
patched with an at-home spritz to
be used daily for 30 days.

Pain factor The sensation of the
nozzles being traced across your
head is rather relaxing.

Social downtime None. Still, your
hair can appear slightly damp on
completion, so hop into a cab to go
home (or better yet, book a blow-
dry afterwards).

Results Immediately, the scalp
feels so fresh, clean and revitalised;
and three months later, even the
hair starts to feel more lustrous.
eleniqueaesthetics.co.uk

FOR A CAMERA-READY
SMILE

18 months to go: PSRRI

Zental Knightsbridge

The lowdown The capital’s most
dentally discerning wanna-weds
are found at Zental on Walton

Street, where some serious smile-
straightening takes place. Sleek
and serene, the clinic is renowned
for its Invisalign procedure, which
can transform crooked teeth with
clear, near-invisible retainers. The
treatment plans are mapped out
meticulously; check-ups are con-
scientiously done; and in what feels
like no time at all, the teeth start to
shift. Thrilling!

Pain factor Invisalign isn't sore,
more like occasionally uncomfort-
able. But grin and bear it for the
final wow factor.

Social downtime None. Feel free
to carry on with your usual day-to-
day activities.

Results Every treatment is totally
bespoke, but within a year — if not
less — teeth tend to look straighter.
Now, why not add in some whit-
ening for a smile that'll dazzle all
the way up the aisle? zenzal.uk
Composite
Micro Layering with Dr Brandon
Nejati at Nejati Clinic

The lowdown The dental surgeon
Nejati has finessed a flawless way
of restoring worn-down gnashers
to pearly glory. Wildly in demand
—and rightfully so — his Composite
Micro Layering works by building
up the exterior of the teeth, layer
by layer, with Nejati ‘painting on’ a
porcelain-infused nano-composite
that he colour-matches expertly
for an undetectable finish. Light
years away from veneering, it's an
elegant way to refine one’s smile
ahead of those all-important wed-
ding photographs...

Pain factor Not so uncomforta-
ble that you'll need anaesthetic.
Just escape into the calming aes-
thetic of Nejati’s serene clinic.
Social downtime Similar to that
following any normal trip to the
dentist.

Results Straight away, the teeth
look brighter, healthier and shape-
lier. Dental affairs in order, don’t
leave without stopping in to see
acupuncturist Sarah Bradden, also
in residence, who is renowned for
her mind- and body-calming ther-
apies. Her technique will leave
even the most jittery of lovebirds
feeling zen. nejaticlinic.com [J

GUARANTEE A
WEDDING DAY GLOW

sxn:cmr

QALASTIN ?§§
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ALASTIN

Designed for pre- and post-procedure
care, Alastin is the hottest range to land
from the US - and derms are going wild
over it. The clever TriHex technology (a
blend of active peptides and rejuvenating
ingredients) promotes fresh collagen and
elastin, effectively enhancing the results
of your laser, microneedling or injectable
treatment. alastin.com

DR PRAGER

Beauchamp Place’s most in-demand
doctor has an equally covetable skincare
line, and nothing brightens a bride’s
complexion quite like it. The Urban Protect
Day Qil contains vitamin C and gold flakes
to make skin gleam - but for a megawatt
glow, the Acid Peel Mask with AHAs can't
be bettered. skincare.drmichaelprager.com

SARAH CHAPMAN CLINICAL
Sarah Chapman’s new range has been
worth the wait (four years!). The cult facialist
(Victoria Beckham's go-to) has created
three supercharged formulas, powered by
an intelligent delivery system which gets
active ingredients (like vitamin A, vitamin C
and EGFs) exactly where they're needed -
for maximum results minus the surface
irritation. sarahchapman.com

TATLER
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Atoll in FrentFIslymﬂu was
once a sacred place for

o S

Heart’s desire

Looking for The One? That otherworldly honeymoon of dreams? Embark by sea plane,

cruise liner or private jet and revel in a romantic arrival, says Delilah Khomo

PHOTOGRAPH: JOHAN VANDENHECKE
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N If you like pifia coladas and getting caught in the rain — \ /" LT A ! 3 71\ \ folding gliss doas to_ =

we're talking tropical flash-showers that turn to blazing
blue skies in minutes — then this is the place to escape to. |
Tetiaroa is one of the most extraordinary lagoon settings in
the world. Once the late Marlon Brando's very own atoll, a
paradise he found while filming Mutiny on the Bounty, ithas %
been reimagined as an eco-desert-island fantasy; and the
seaplane arrival, followed by a welcoming ukulele serenade
is worth the trip alone. On land, you're never far from a
proffered Mai Tai or a tiare blossom to wear behind your ear

j (left-side, if you're married) and the waxy-white national

| flower is so abundant that its gardenia scent pervades the
atmosphere. Could you get nearer to heaven? As far as the
eye can see, there's the soothing sight of a Tiffany-blue sea.

But if you don't want to hang out on the oceanside daybeds,
‘ you can splash about in the private plunge at your villa until

I you find it in yourself to venture out to the thatched Bob's | ‘

4 Bar for lobster roll and mahi-mahi hot dogs. (Ask for its take
on a Bounty bar: a scoop of coconutice cream drowning in
hot chocolate sauce and served in a shell.) There are also
full-body rituals to be enjoyed in an Edenic spa: a spell-

A binding symphony of hot stones, warmed poultices and
plenty of tiare oil. Then there are the snorkelling and the §
in-season diving with humpback whales, the bird-watching
tours and boat trips to swim in the Queen's Bath, where |
Tahitian royalty used to bathe. But just wait until the end of
the day, when the sun turns rose-pink before slithering into

B dlassy waters. Then savour the silence. thebrando.com
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Kyoto, where rooms Late March to early May is cherry-blossom season in Japan,

surround a central Zen , = : and who wouldn't want to be blessed by nature’s fairytale
courtyard garden

confetti floating round them then? However, happy couples can
¥ enjoy surreal beauty year-round in Kyoto, where the wow factor
never diminishes. It's a centre of traditional high-art forms, from
calligraphy and ceramics to tea ceremonies. And that's not to :
mention the spectacular Zen rock gardens, which are now best
experienced at the city's new Six Senses retreat: a deeply

relaxing and cultured space secreted in the Gion district, over-

looking the Myoho-in temple. You know where you want to b
in the hotel's illustrious restaurant eating crisp tempura and
seared slices of wagyu; or savouring the exquisitely expensive &
\ simplicity of your suite's elevated futon beds and cedar-wood
tubs filled with hot spring water. The hotel's concierge can
effortlessly arrange for you to visit private tea houses with
geishas, or to be enthralled by Shingon Buddhist fire rituals.
But there are plenty of holistic rituals back in the hotel's spa, »
too, and meditation on tap. The cumulative effect of all this

makes for an extraordinarily magical experience. sixsenses.com #




Queen Mary 2 & The Fifih Avenue Hotel, ”
New York, USA ¥

Of course, you can fly, but how about going all James {
Cameron (sans iceberg)? Imagine turning your journey 3
% across the Atlantic into an epic on the illustrious Queen

Mary 2, which regularly sails from Southampton. How

relaxing to be divested of responsibility on a seven-night

voyage of champagne-fuelled revelry, where the good times

just keep rolling — especially when you disembark. There's
no question: for areal ‘New York, New York' moment, there
couldn't be a more cinematic arrival than being waved into

the city at dawn by Lady Liberty herself. And where to stay,

to keep the glamour quotient undeniably vertiginous? The
Fifth Avenue Hotel, of course. For lovers of nostalgia, this |
historic building in Midtown — a bastion of the new Gilded

Age — is so stratospherically luxurious that every one of its
suites, not to mention the ballroom, would find favour with ‘ —
the Astors. Although repro, Martin Brudnizki's interiors are

no less remarkable for that: a riot of lacquer, marble and
chandeliers, with lashings of brass and oriental antiques
galore, especially in The Topiary Suite, which boasts its own

whimsical rooftop garden. At night, the city's most lavish

| gastronomic option is just downstairs at the hotel's Café Book into the lavish
Carmellini (NYC's answer to The River Cafe), where the Mansion Suite at The Fifth

. S Avenue Hotel to be at the

squab en croute and lobster cannelloni are legendary. Start heart of the birthplace
of the Gilded Age

spreading the news. cunard.com thefifthavenuehotel.com

Teranka, Formentera, Spain
There are some places that just feel otherworldly. Teranka, on the idyllic island of Formentera, is one of £
them. Especially after a few celebratory nights in neighbouring Ibiza. This is a deeply mellow and spoiling
place for hedonists seeking some R&R. Close to a wild and dazzling stretch of beach with clear waters
—and a few nude sunbathers — it's a wonderfully textured bolthole that seems to anaesthetise guests
with tranquillity: Look no further than the sprawling rooftop terrace, where stargazing is best enjoyed with
cocktails served in shell-shaped glasses; or the garden pool bar, where white daybeds and an inspired
menu beckon. (Think lobster with plantain chips.,) On nearby Migjorn beach, you can saddle up and ride
across Formentera's pristine coastline. But you'll feel just as close to nature back at the hotel, thanks to
its calming beige tones, natural stone and wood. There's even a sand-garden restaurant which makes a
perfect location for romantic dinners; and at Teranka Garden you can savour zingy tuna carpaccio and

2 grilled scallops with cold avocado soup — share them, then order the same again. teranka.com []
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Here comes the prz'&z’e

From tracking cinematic lions to sleeping under a dazzling sky in a treehouse lodge,
newlyweds Davina Chelsea and husband George venture off on the safari of dreams

EVER SINCE MY CHILDHOOD, I HAD
dreamed about heading off on a bumpy Land
Cruiser adventure to relish the deafening silence
of the bush, the sundowners and star-gazing
and — not least — the close-up encounters with
prowling predators and herds of elephants. It
was the trip I always came back to in my imagi-
nation. It was “The One’.

If P'm honest, 7he Lion King was responsible
for planting this seed many years ago. (I mean,
who doesn't want to see Simba and Nala at play
in real life?) But I'd put off going to Africa until
the right time presented itself. I wanted to save it
for something special, and I had the perfect
moment in mind. Cue, my honeymoon...

Even the preparation for this trip was exhila-
rating: working out when to go and, indeed,
which safari camp to stay at. And oh, the glam-
our: the Penelope Chilvers safari boots and my
mother’s vintage khakis, not to mention the
Leica camera I'd bought in anticipation. So, off

my husband, George, and I went, in the middle
of the dry season — the best time to see South

~ Tiigdimming paols
outside Singita
Lebombo Lodge are
integrated into the

_ wilderness setting

Africa’s wildlife, when the lack of rainfall forces
the animals to tolerate human observation in
their search for water.

From Johannesburg, it was only a propeller-
plane hop to Lebombo Lodge at Singita Kruger
National Park, where we were welcomed by
Bernard, our charming and expert guide. And
after drinking fresh coconut water with him on
the airstrip, we took a short drive to what has
rightly been billed as the world’s most romantic
safari escape, courtesy of what must be its most
luxurious safari company.

Singita was founded in 1993 by the visionary
hotelier-conservationist Luke Bailes, who had a
plan to reinvent the safari experience by com-
plementing it with wonderful food, wine and
design. It certainly worked: the group has since
hosted a selection of royals and celebrities. But
equally important, Bailes transformed the for-
mer hunting-ground of his grandfather into a
glossy game reserve — now widely known as Sabi
Sand — and declared a 100-year mission to pro-
tect the landscape for generations to come.

The template was created by the first of his
properties, Ebony Lodge, set in 45,000 acres of
Sabi Sand’s untouched wilderness. And in 2001,

this led to Singita being granted its concession
at Kruger, where you can now go on game drives
with expert trackers or venture out on foot on a
guided walking safari and quietly explore the
natural habitats of fauna roaming free.

It’s a place of magic; and arriving at Lebombo’s
sleek glass and wooden pavilion, you can see
and feel it. There’s nothing dated or retro here.
Inside, creating tranquillity through the use of
exquisite raw materials, designer Boyd Ferguson
has seamlessly incorporated a chic blend of grey
tones, ecru linens and carved wooden accents
into far-stretching views from the property.
Qutside, an ice-blue infinity pool sits in front of
the restaurant, where guests enjoy freshly made
juices while sparrow-like ‘nedickies’ sip from the
calm ripples of cool water that spill over its edge.

Lukes son Jo has been making his mark as
Singitas new CEO, so you can now celebrate
South Africa’s thriving arts scene in the group’s
dedicated gallery spaces. But most significantly,
at Kruger he is creating a spa experience — part
of a new, truly holistic, group-wide wellness
philosophy called Wholeness, which will no
doubt amplify the energy of this incredibly
spiritual place. I can testify that the Ndzi Lorhe
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Back from a
drive tracking
prides of lions

Africa body ritual, a truly lavish affair of
exfoliation followed by a soothing herbal
wrap and full-body massage, is a genuinely
out-of-body experience. The real show-
stopper, however, was yet to be revealed.

Nothing prepared us for the 13 breath-

taking cabins dotted along the hillside,
each with expansive glass doors.and a ter-
race boasting incredible prospects of the
Limpopo River. Ours, which we nick-
named ‘the treehouse’, was furthest along
the hill, and in it the elegant themes of
the lodge had been carried through.

Facing those panoramic views were canopied
beds made with crisp linen sheets. There were
sumptuous sofas draped with cashmere blan-
kets, and coffee tables stacked with beautiful
African art books. And the bathroom was just as
amazing, with a freestanding bath, ceramic pots
containing natural bath syrup and salts, and an
indoor-outdoor shower (that was particularly
popular with baboons if you forgot to lock the
door). At night, the lodge staff filled the cabins
with a sea of tealights and set up outdoor beds,
so you could lie back and admire the dazzling
starscape to the rhythm of the river rushing in
the background, and prepare for the dawn.

Waking up at 5am has never been easier: the
excitement of going on a drive is unlike any
other. After walking down to the main lodge,
we met our guide Bernard and tracker Howard,
who offered us herbal tea, juices, hot croissants
and sandwiches filled with smoked cheese and
chutney. Then we climbed into our safari
truck, supplied with heated seats and hooded
fleece robes to combat the chill before the sun
rose, and began what would become our daily
routine. An almighty chorus of birdsong filled
the sky, accompanied by the crunching sound

Hideaway silitesare,
suspended above-the

river with a balcony

s 50 you cansleep
au;‘sf'de under the stars

of the elephants stripping bark from trees to
feed to their young. And as the light began to
manifest, so did sightings of the Big Five: lion,
leopard, elephant, buffalo and rhino. T'll never
forget standing above the Limpopo, with croco-
diles and hippos meandering through its waters,
while a large herd of elephants roamed the rust-
coloured Lebombo Mountains in the distance.
It really was like a scene from 7he Lion King.
Yes, I'm well aware that Disney’s masterpiece
was based on Kenya. But gazing at the volcanic
terrain of the Kruger National Park, I felt I was
in that film, watching lions of all ages slink
through red kopjes exactly like Pride Rock. For
me, the highlight was to track the prides as they
explored the riverine forests, sometimes brush-
ing our vehicle, or darting through cacti in
pursuit of their kills. The languid grace of the
lionesses as they flopped across the luscious
grasslands with their cubs was cinematic gold.
Dinner on our last night was sensational — I
never imagined ostrich would taste so good —
but then, all the senses are heightened here.
Something seems to happen to your perspective
on safari: not just an adjustment to your vision
caused by the epic landscapes, but a gift of pro-
found wonder at the natural world. As we
returned to the airstrip, set for the bright lights
of Cape Town, George and I felt so sad. Leaving
the cocooning Lebombo Lodge made for a
painful goodbye; but the life-enhancing drives
and the sense of peace were what we missed
most. Its a comfort to know that — thanks to
Singita’s meticulous and unparalleled conserva-
tion efforts — whenever we return, we should
find this patch of paradise just as we left it. (]
Elegant Resorts (elegantresorts.co.uk) offers seven
nights from £14,369, full board, including park

fees, conservation levies, flights and transfers.
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The Presidential Suite at

Hotel Principe di Savoia, Hotel Pf”l‘ﬂ(fl‘pe di Sﬂl/f)id,
‘}hich has its own pool and

spa, featured in Sofia Mlkln, Itdb’
—aCoppola’ film_Somewhere. : -y You bonded over a mutual love of opera on
—of : ] your first date — Donizetti's Lucrezia Borgia
and Puccini's Turandot were your joint
favourites — so imagine the joy of sitting
together in a private box at La Scala, where
those works were first performed. That's |
one of the many divine experiences that
can be arranged by Milan's prima donna
hotel, which has been an enduringly
fashionable landmark at the heart of the
city's social scene for nearly 100 years.
Steering it towards its centenary is general
manager Ezio Indiani, who telepathically
anticipates your desires. You want to seek
out some Gio Ponti modernist treasures,
or go on a Lucio Fontana art trail? Nessun
problema! This place excels in a refined
sense of the epicurean. Wash down its
osso buco alla Milanese with a bottle of
Brunello. Pamper yourself with its abundant

a
‘ - Acqua di Parma products. Embrace the
indulgence. dorchestercollection.com

A spa with 24-carat-gold massage 0il, a couturier on call...
Ifyour social diary puts the dream. boneymoon on hold, the
glamour of a ‘mini moon’ beckons, says-Delilah Khomo

Six Senses Rome, laly

The Eternal City always delivers, thanks to its unsurpassable cultural offerings (and

{590

all that delicious pasta alllAmatriciana). On the other hand, when in Rome, you want

Q

R

S

to stay somewhere that's unrivalled in the momentous stakes. So what a relief to

'-“3.3.‘

retreat to the first-ever urban offering from the Six Senses family — and site of a

3o

serious marble alert. It's not just in the lobby, and in the spa’s subterranean Roman

Hiex

baths; it also supplies the lofty suites’ gargantuan tubs (best enjoyed with a chilled

bottle of Franciacorta). Yes, it's amore all the way; not least because the concierge

team always goes the extra mile, whether you want to go on an impromptu visit to - 5 ZEaEmy 28
the Vatican or join a private painting class. One of the hotel's most memorable art- [EGZAGEEIR 2L .
works has to be its signature Roman gnocchi. And come sunset, head to rooftop bar ﬁT;:n;aj i;;’g Z::j;ff
Notos and witness the golden hour turning the city into a magical sight. sixsenses.com [Zf7Ke Spa

The Royal Crescent Hotel & Spa, Bath, UK

This is Regency grandeur at its finest, on the most perfect honey-
stone-hued crescent in Bath. Nowhere else in the world evokes
such Austen-style romance — the authoress herself lived for a
time at No 1 Royal Crescent — and the master suites are havens
of Georgian elegance. Today, while the decor is a contemporary
take on 18th-century splendour, it still incorporates some original
artworks and features. (The hallway stone is worn from years of
traffic of fashionable society, from Regency silk dance shoes to
Manolo mules.) Outside, there's a quintessentially romantic

Follow ancient P A English garden, filled with rambling roses and honeysuckle;
thermae traditions
in the marble

tepidarium at Six s ;
Senses Rome & : / royalcrescent.co.uk >

beyond it sits a spa whose glistening blue-mosaic-tiled pool
comes into its own when the doors are flung open in the summer.
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

- Seixethe bay

Exceptional views and exclusive
partnerships make D Maris Bay a magnet

‘or the most discerning jet-setters
o 8] b s

surrounding D Maris Bay are
the perfect place to relax

HIGH ON A PINE-COVERED HILLSIDE Wb dz» req, /[ Jefj '

on Turkey’s Datca Peninsula, above a scenic

cove where the Aegean meets the Mediterranean D M&lﬁ‘j‘ Y2/
at the end of a three-mile lane dotted with k .
apart are s exeisive

almond trees, D Maris Bay awaits. Its striking

v}ilews .a:re truly ; tru{t:nfp card, éooking (()iut acL(?ss PJE;ZZ/ZW‘S?ZP j; wzl‘b
the wide swathes of five perfect powder-white p lj/ 0 exczz‘mg

beaches and the exceptionally photogenic

archipelago of the Dodecanese islands. 1Ventire 5]67’ fbl A)
All this raw beauty creates a sense of serene, )
)/(%l?"f Sedson

restorative calm within this modernist retreat,

a place of granite and marble interiors, airy 7
spaces and floor-to-ceiling windows to make
the most of those surroundings. Nearly 200
stylish rooms provide memorable lodgings
across the hotel, while one private villa offers
the ultimate seclusion with its own lush
garden, private pool, on-site hammam and
expertly equipped kitchen for moments of

dinners at D Maris Kitchen. Meanwhile, a
partnership with LUX Tennis will mean
private, personalised tennis lessons are available
to guests, and elevated offerings tailored for
yacht fans will see plenty of opportunity to take
to the waters surrounding the hotel.

All this will be carried off with the hotel’s
defining characteristic: warm, generous and
welcoming Mediterranean hospitality. This
allows experiences to be matched to each guest’s

culinary inspiration.

As well as the natural splendour and sleek
design of the hotel, what really sets D Maris
Bay apart are its exclusive partnerships, with
plenty of exciting ventures on the horizon for
this year’s season. Gourmands, already taken
with the hotel’s five upscale dining options, will
delight in a collaboration with a two Michelin-
starred chef. Showcasing an Aegean-inspired
menu, you can expect the most memorable

unique rhythm, whether they're trying water
sports, hiking around the spectacular local
scenery, revelling in the relaxation afforded by
the kids' club, being pampered into a blissful
state in the spa, checking out the hotel’s latest
partnership — or some heavenly combination of

all of the above.

For more information, please visit dmarisbay.com, call +90 252 441 2000 or email info@dmarisbay.com @dmarisbay




I NG . — s " < 3 \ . e
B . ¥ - — - At The Cours d’Honneur: ——
Hotel de Crillon, A Rosewood P> D0 . perfictsporo
v ALY - g 5 spend time a deux at
Hotel, Paris, France v ; == Hotel de Crillon, A"

Il
Extravagant romantics, look no further. This s Ll | i Rosewood Hotel

Parisian institution is Marie Antoinette in L
hotel form. A suite is named in her honour

because, as the young Dauphine, she had
music lessons here. And you'll know why it
has long been the benchmark of the city's
five-star-palace scene as soon as you see
the chandeliers, the glittering ballroom and 5
the silken elegance of the suites; not to
mention in the gilded environs of the pool,
lined with 17,600 gold scales. The Crillon is

‘I also an ideal base for expeditions to peruse
the French fashion houses, should you be }/
looking for a couture fitting. And dinner at
the Michelin-starred L'Ecrin is a must. But
while you'll be amazed by the exquisite
perfection, what will really make you cry é
‘Mon Dieu!"in delight is eating the signature
millefeuille from the Butterfly Patisserie
in a bed that owes its sumptuousness to a
Simmons mattress sheathed in cool Rivolta

Carmignani linen. rosewoodhotels.com

-

treatment centres that together provi

Beauty Lounge (whose Haute Couture fa

alone) is not to be missed. Nor is being drizzled in 24-carat gold oil and

with stones of warmed gold. And whatever else, you can spend your time in the:
infinity pool, suspended in the clouds. If detoxing gets too tough, there are eight
restaurants, with the Oak Grill being the place for trout from the surrounding lakes,
along with wines from Blirgenstock’s vineyard (where guests can pick grapes
during the harvest). And let's not forget this is also a Big Day location with
pedigree: in 1954, Audrey Hepburn chose the charming Biirgenstock chapel —
which holds no more than 70 — for her first marriage, to actor Mel Ferrer. Even if it's
not the inspired choice for your nuptials, do visit. burgenstockresort.com [

Edge Pool at Biirg
Resort, 500 metres above
Lake Lucerne

PHOTOGRAPHS: JOHN ATHIMARITIS; SWITZERLAND TOURISM/ANDRE MEIER
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Nestled within an eco-reserve with long unspoilt beache
Sani Resort in Greece adds new luxury residences to its offerin

of Michelin-starred dining and un

WHEN ON A HONEYMOON - OR ANY
holiday for that matter — only the very best
destinations allow you to disconnect from
everyday life and focus on two things: your
loved ones and restorative, uninterrupted
relaxation. One place that’s been thoughtfully
designed for just such an escape is Sani Resort,
an eco-conscious enclave of five hotels amid a
beautiful nature reserve on the Kassandra
Peninsula in northern Greece.

Views of the glistening Aegean Sea from the
7km of blue-flagged beaches and the majestic
Mount Olympus make Sani Resort a soul-
stirring setting. Its five-star accommodation
ensures world-class comfort, as do the five
Anne Semonin spas, where the treatments
guarantee relaxation —and relief. Equally
calming is a stroll in the Sani Marina, where
traditional Greek and Michelin-starred dining
awaits. Active types can head to the Rafa
Nadal Tennis Centre and Bear Grylls Survival
Academy, or do some mindful flow yoga on
the beach.

However you spend your days, returning to
a luxurious room will be a treat, especially if
you checked into one of the Beachfront
Residential Suites at Sani Asterias — the most
exclusive in the accommodation collection.
Each feels like a microcosm of contemporary
Mediterranean luxury, with direct beach
access, private infinity pools and sleek, airy

feels difee amicrocosm of

ities

With beach access and

Private pools, each of
the neww Beachfroit

Reszdmz‘zd/ viiles
atSan Asterias

Mediserranea luxury

Moining yoga'session
ar'SanitResort

For more information, please visit sani-resort.com

spaces that meld indoor and outdoor elements
seamlessly. Meanwhile, Sani Resort is a great
choice if you have children in tow, with
excellent facilities to keep them entertained
while you relax, perhaps booking a private
yacht cruise or a romantic dinner on the beach.

The beach is always a good choice if you
have children as it’s located in the buzzy centre
of the resort. There you will find many
activities and amenities to keep the little ones
occupied, leaving you more time to relax.

Another draw is Sani Resort’s thriving
cultural scene, and this year will see the return
of Sani Gourmet, a food festival showcasing
the work of Michelin star-level chefs alongside
rising culinary stars. A highlight of the year is
the Sani Festival, which fills the resort with
the sights and sounds of jazz, dance and
musical theatre, to be enjoyed with a freshly
made cocktail in hand.
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Acqua di Parma
acquadiparma.com
Agua Bendita

at net-a-porter.com
Alaia at net-a-portercom
Alexandra Llewellyn
alexandrallewellyn.com
Alighieri

alighieri.com
Anna+Nina
anna-nina.nl
Aquazzura
aquazzura.com
Armani Casa
armanicasa.com

Ashi Studio
ashistudio.com
Asprey asprey.com
Assael assael.com
Awon Golding
awongolding.com
Baccarat baccarat.com
Bentley & Skinner
bentley-skinner.co.uk
Blooming Haus
bloominghaus.com
Boghossian
boghossianjewels.com
Boodles boodles.com
Boucheron
boucheron.com
Brother Vellies
brothervellies.com
Buccellati buccellati.com
Bugatti at harrods.com
Bulgari bulgari.com
Carol Kennelly
Millinery carolkennelly
millinery.com

Caroline Castigliano
carolinecastigliano.com
Cartier cartier.com
Cassandra Goad
cassandragoad.com
Chanel chanel.com
Chaumet
chaumet.com
Chopard
chopard.com
Christian Louboutin
christianlouboutin.com
Cire Trudon
trudon.co.uk

Clio Peppiatt

at net-a-porter.com
David Morris
davidmorris.com

De Beers
debeers.co.uk

Dents dentsgloves.com
Dior Joaillerie/Dior
Maison dior.com
Dolce & Gabbana
dolcegabbana.com

Dr Vranjes Firenze

at harrods.com
Duke+Dexter
dukeanddexter.com
Elie Saab eliesaab.com
Emilia Wickstead
emiliawickstead.com

ONE STEP
AHEAD
Follow up on these
key contacts to get
the look

Emma Clarkson Webb
emmacwebb.com
Favourbrook
favourbrook.com
Fornasetti
fornasetti.com
Fortnum & Mason
fortnumandmason.com
Frédérique Constant
frederiqueconstant.com
G Collins & Sons
geollinsandsons.com
Galia Lahav
galialahav.com
Garrard garrard.com
Georges Hobeika
georgeshobeika.com
Giambattista Valli
giambattistavalli.com
Gina gina.com

Ginori 1735
ginori1735.com
Globe-Trotter x The
Vampire’s Wife
globe-trotter.com
Graff graff.com
Halcyon Days

at harrods.com
Hancocks London
hancocks-london.com
Harry Winston
harrywinston.com
Hattie Rickards
hattierickards.com
Hermes
hermes.com

Hirsh London
hirshlondon.com
Jane Taylor London
janetaylorlondon.com

Jean Schlumberger
by Tiffany & Co.
tiffany.co.uk

Jennifer Behr
jenniferbehr.com
Jenny Packham
jennypackham.com
Jessica McCormack
jessicamccormack.com
Jessie Thomas
jessiethomas
jewellery.com

Jimmy Choo
jimmychoo.com

Jo Malone London
jomalone.co.uk
Jonathan Adler
jonathanadler.com
Khyeli

khyeli.com

Lalage Beaumont
lalagebeaumont.com
Lalique

at harrods.com
Leley NY

at net-a-porter.com
Liberty
libertylondon.com
Lock & Co
lockhatters.com
Louis Vuitton
louisvuitton.com
Luisa Beccaria
luisabeccaria.it
Mae Cassidy
maecassidy.com
Malone Souliers
malonesouliers.com
Manolo Blahnik
manoloblahnik.com

Mappin & Webb
mappinandwebb.com
Mikimoto
mikimoto.com
Missoni Home

at harrods.com

Mont Blanc
montblanc.com
Moussaieff
moussaieff-
jewellers.com

Oliver Brown
oliverbrown.org.uk
Patek Philippe
patek.com

Phillipa Lepley
phillipalepley.com
Pragnell
pragnell.co.uk
Prestons prestons
diamonds.co.uk
Purdey purdey.com
Rachel Trevor-Morgan
racheltrevormorgan.com
Ralph Lauren Home
ralphlauren.co.uk

RH rh.com

Safiyaa

at mytheresa.com
Sash+Veil
sashandveil.co.uk
Sassi Holford
sassiholford.com
Seletti seletti.it
Smythson
smythson.com

Soho Home
sohohome.com
Suzanne Rae
suzannerae.com
Taller Marmo

at net-a-porter.com
Tamara Ralph
tamararalph.com
Tasaki tasaki.co.uk
Thelma West
thelmawest.com

The Couture Gallery
thecouturegallery.com
The Wedding Present
Company
weddingpresentco.com
Tiffany & Co.
tiffany.co.uk

Timothy Oulton
timothyoulton.com
Van Cleef & Arpels
vancleefarpels.com
Vanleles vanleles.com
Vera Wang

for Wedgwood
wedgwood.com
Victoria Grant
victoriagrant.com
Vivienne Westwood
viviennewestwood.com
Wedgwood
wedgwood.com
Yoko London
yokolondon.com
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Ringing the changes

Tatler throwback

Introeducing

girls

Debutantes were no longer presented at Court but, launched in The Tatler, they still ‘came out’ to society

In February 1960, few people could have realised the sweeping social changes
the next 10 years would bring; nor what the 1960s would come to signify.
But The Tatler had an inkling. After all, to the horror of ambitious mothers
throughout the land, the presentation of debs at Court had been abolished
two years carlicr. Regardless, the magazine still saw ‘coming out’ as a natural
rite of female passage between finishing-school and the altar. Hence this
cover, announcing its Debutantes & Brides issue with a shot of a rather know-
ing deb having a ring put on it by her giant-headed delight.

So how did yesteryear’s themed special compare to today’s guide? Inside, the

main article was dedicated to the ‘season that launches a decade’, starred ‘a

tensome of girls coming up for a launching of their own’ and previewed the
private bashes they would be throwing later that year — including Sarah
Rashleigh-Belcher’s dance at London Zoo. Elsewhere, society hostesses gave
‘their own priorities for a party that never drags; there was a fashion shoot
spoofing a comedy of manners; and a spread on the upcoming marriages of
Elizabeth Jane Tilney and Aphra Farquhar-Fetherstonhaugh (pronounced,
as everyone then knew, ‘Farker-Fanshaw’). But it wasn’t all fun, games
and ancient names. The issue closed with an address to debutantes by the
famously trenchant journalist Pamela Joan Vandyke-Price. ‘Life,” she opined,

‘is no tea party. IVY KELLY






FROM WADING INTO POLITICS TO
FLYING SOLO ON THE RED CARPET, THE
PRINCE OF WALES WASTED NO TIME MAKING
HIS MARK WHEN HE STEPPED UP FOR HIS
FATHER AND WIFE THIS YEAR. BUT THIS IS
JUST THE BEGINNING FOR A FUTURE KING
DETERMINED TO DO T HIS WAY,
EXPLAINS WESLEY KERR

TATLER
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hen I first met Prince William in 2009, he
asked me if I could tell him how he could
win the National Lottery. It was a jokey
quip from someone who has since become
the Prince of Wales, the holder of three
dukedoms, three earldoms, two baronies
and two knighthoods, and heir to the most
prestigious throne on earth. He was, of course, being relatable; I was

representing the organisation that had allocated Lottery funding
towards the Whitechapel Gallery and he wanted to put me at ease.
William is grand but different, royal but real. At 6ft 3in, he has
the bearing and looks great in uniform after a distinguished, gallant
military career. He will be one
of the tallest of Britain’s kings
since Edward Longshanks in
the 14th century and should
one day be crowned sitting
above the Stone of Scone that
Edward ‘borrowed’. William,
by contrast, has a deep affinity
with Scotland and Wales,
having lived in both nations
and gained solace from the
Scottish landscape after his
mother died. He’s popular in
America and understands that
the Crown’s relationship to the
Commonwealth must evolve.
The Prince of Wales has
long believed that ‘the Royal
Family has to modernise and
develop as it goes along, and it has to stay relevant, as he once said
in an interview. He seeks his own way of being relatable, of benefit-

cone 1o f[ep

ting everybody, in the context of an ancient institution undergoing
significant challenge and upheaval, as the head of a nation divided
by hard times, conflicts abroad and social and political uncertainty.

We might recognise Shakespeare’s powerful line spoken by
Claudius in Hamler: “When sorrows come, they come not single
spies, but in battalions.” With the triple announcement in January
and February of the Princess of Waless abdominal surgery and long
convalescence, of King Charless prostate procedure and then
of his cancer diagnosis, the burden of leadership has fallen on
76-year-old Queen Camilla and, crucially, on William.

The Prince of Wales’s time has come to step up; and so he has
deftly done. In recent months, we have seen a fully-fledged deputy
head of state putting into practice his long-held ideas, speaking out
on the most contentious issue of the day and taking direct action on
homelessness. Last June, he unveiled the multi-agency Homewards
initiative with the huge aspiration of ending homelessness, backed
with £3 million from his Foundation to spearhead action across
the UK. He is consolidating Heads Together, the long-standing
campaign on mental health, and fundraises for charities like
London’s Air Ambulance Charity. He was, of course, once a pilot
for the East Anglian Air Ambulance services — a profession that
had its downside: seeing people in extremis or at death’s door, he
found himself ‘taking home people’s trauma, people’s sadness’.
Tom Cruise was a guest at the recent London’s Air Ambulance
Charity fundraiser, William’s first gala event after Kate’s operation.

1)e Prince of Waless time has
1up; and 5o e has

leftly dlone. In recent months, we
hawe seen a fully-fledged deputy
head of state speaking out on the
11005t contentions issue of the dzay

And more stardust followed when William showed that, even
without his wife by his side, he could outclass any movie star at
the Baftas. There’s also his immense aim of helping to ‘repair
the planet’ itself with his Earthshot Prize: five annual awards of
£1 million for transformative environmental projects with world-
wide application. This project has a laser focus on biodiversity,
better air quality, cleaner seas, reducing waste and combating
climate change. Similar aims to his father; different means to
achieve the goal.

On the issue which has caused huge convulsions — the Middle
East conflict — William’s 20 February statement from Kensington
Palace grabbed attention. He said he was ‘deeply concerned about
the terrible human cost of the
conflict since the Hamas ter-
rorist attack on 7 October. Too
many have been killed.” There
were criticisms — along the
lines of ‘the late Queen would
have never spoken out like this’
or ‘what right does he have to
meddle in politics?” — but it
was hard to disagree with his
carefully calibrated words. His
call for peace, the ‘desperate
need’” for humanitarian aid,
the return of the hostages. The
statement was approved by His
Majesty’'s Government, likely
cleared with the King himself
at Sandringham the previous
weekend and also backed by
the chief rabbi of Great Britain, Sir Ephraim Mirvis. Indeed,
William and Kate had immediately spoken out on the horrors of
7 October. William followed up the week after his Kensington
Palace statement by visiting a synagogue and sending a ‘powerful
message’, according to the chief rabbi, by meeting a Holocaust sur-
vivor and condemning anti-Semitism.

This is rooted in deep personal conviction following William’s
2018 visit to Israel and the West Bank, says Valentine Low, the dis-
tinguished author of Courtiers and The Times's royal correspondent
of 15 years, who was on that 2018 trip. “William was so moved by
his visit to Israel and the West Bank, he found it very affecting, and
he was not going to drop this issue — he was going to pay attention
to it for the rest of his life,’ says Low. ‘He must feel that... not to say
something on the most important issue in the world [at that
moment] would be a bit odd if you feel so strongly about it.”

There was concern from some commentators about politicising
the monarchy, but this rose above the particulars of party politics.
As Prince of Wales, like his father before him, there is perhaps space
to speak out sparingly on carefully chosen issues. On this occasion
his views were in line with majority public opinion.

On homelessness, news came that same week that William was
planning to build 24 homes for the homeless on his Duchy of
Cornwall estate. “William’s impact is very personal, says Mick
Clarke, chief executive of The Passage, a charity providing emer-
gency accommodation for London’s homeless. “Two weeks before
Christmas, the prince came to our Resource Centre in Victoria for

a Christmas lunch for 150 people. He was scheduled to stay for >
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NOBLE CAUSES

FROM ENDING HOMELESSNESS TO SAVING THE PLANET, WILLIAM IS A FUTURE
KING ON A MISSION TO CHANGE THE WORLD FOR THE BETTER
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A LISTENING EAR
Meeting with Holocaust
survivor Renee Salt at the
Western Marble Arch
Synagogue in February

TAKING THE MIC
Performing with Taylor Swift
and, Jon Bon Jovi at a gala in
aid of the homelessness charity

Centrepoint, 2013
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<J'an hour, to help serve, wash up and talk to people. He ended up
staying for two and a quarter hours, during which time he went
from table to table and spoke to every single person.” Clarke contin-
ues: “William has an ability to listen, talk and to put people at ease.
During the November 2020 lockdown, he came on three separate
occasions to help. It gave the team a boost that he took the time; it
was his way of saying: “I support you; youre doing a great job.”
Seyi Obakin, chief executive of Centrepoint, one of the prince’s
best-known causes, adds: ‘People associate his patronage with the
big moments like the time he and I slept under Blackfriars Bridge.
The things that stick with me are smaller in scale and the more pro-
found for it — in quieter moments, away from the cameras, where
he has volunteered his time.’

It is a different approach
from the Kings. As Prince of
Wiales, he was involved in the
minutiae of dozens of issues at
any one time, working into the
night to follow up on emails,
crafting his speeches, writing
or dictating notes. Add to that
much nationwide touring over
40 years (after he left active
military service in 1976), fit-
ting in multiple engagements,
often being greeted formally
by lord lieutenants.

This is not William’s style.
He has commended his
father’s model, but he does things his own way. Although patron-
ages are under review;, William has up till now far fewer than either
his father or his grandparents.

Charles is sympathetic to William’s approach and his desire to
make time with his young family sacrosanct. They are confidantes,
attested by the night of Queen Elizabeth’s death; they were both at
Birkhall with Camilla, reviewing funeral arrangements while the
rest of the grieving family were nearby at Balmoral, hosted by
the Princess Royal. Charles has had almost six decades in public life
and is the senior statesman of our time, with even longer in the

spotlight than Joe Biden.

fter Eton and St Andrew’s University, where
he met Kate, William served in three branches
of the military between 2006 and 2013,
finishing as a seasoned and skilled helicopter
rescue pilot. His later employment as an
air ambulance pilot stopped in 2017, when
he became a full-time working royal. At
that time, not so long ago — with Harry unmarried, Andrew
undisgraced, and Philip and Elizabeth still active — William shared
the spotlight. Now, after the King, he’s the key man.

He can look back on the success of his first big campaign initially
launched with his wife and brother in 2016: Heads Together. “We
are delighted that Prince William should have become such a posi-
tive and sympathetic advocate for mental health through his Heads
Together initiative and now well-established text service, Shout,
among other projects,’ says the longtime CEO and founder of Sane,
the remarkable Marjorie Wallace CBE. ‘It is not always known that
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William sanw close 1p bis
mother’s ability to bring public
focus and her own personal
Imagnetisn 1o any subject
or cause she foctised o

he follows in the footsteps of his father, the King, whose inspiration
and vision were vital in the creation of our mental health charity
Sane. As founding patron, he was instrumental in establishing our
365-days-a-year helpline and was a remarkable and selfless support
to me in setting up the Prince of Wales International Centre for
Sane Research.’

Indeed, says Wallace, this is where Prince William echoes the
work of his father, showing the same ‘understanding and compas-
sion for people struggling through dark and difficult times of their
lives and has done much to raise awareness and encourage those
affected to speak out and seek help. We owe a huge debt to His
Majesty and the Prince of Wales for their involvement in this
still-neglected area.’

Just as I saw all those years
ago at that early solo engage-
ment in Whitechapel, William
still approaches his public
duties with humour and fun.
‘He defuses the formality with
jocularity, says Valentine Low,
citing two public events in
2023 that he witnessed. In
April last year, while on a visit
to Birmingham, William ran-
domly answered the phone in
an Indian restaurant he was
being shown around and took
a table booking from a cus-
tomer — an endearing act of
spontaneity. On his arrival later that day, the unsuspecting diner
was surprised to be told exactly whom he had been talking to.

In October, Low reported, William ‘unleashed his inner flirt as he
hugged his way through a visit with Caribbean elders [in Cardiff]
to mark Black History Month. As he gave one woman a hug — for
longer than she expected — he joked: “I draw the line at kissing.”
And while posing for a group photograph, he prompted gales of
laughter when he quipped: “Who is pinching my bottom?”

Low believes that when William eventually becomes king, he will
be more ‘radical’ than his father but wonders if people will respond
to ‘call me William’ when ‘the whole point of the Royal Family is
mystique and being different’. However, William has thought deeply
about his current role and is prepared for whatever his future holds.

For now, there is a decision to be made on Prince George’s
secondary schooling. Its said that five public schools are being
considered, all fee-paying. Eton is single-sex and boarding but
close to home. Marlborough (Kate’s alma mater) is co-ed and full
boarding. And Oundle, St Edward’s Oxford and Bradfield College
(close to Kate’s parents) are co-ed with a mix of boarding and day.

As parents, William and Kate aspire to raise their children ‘as
good people with the idea of service and duty to others as very
important’, William said in an interview with the BBC in 2016.
‘Within our family unit, we are a normal family” Which may be
one reason why he is so resistant to their privacy being compro-
mised either by the media or close family members.

The 19th-century author Walter Bagehot wrote: ‘A family on
the throne is an interesting idea also. It brings down the pride of
sovereignty to the level of petty life. .. a princely marriage is the bril-
liant edition of a universal fact, and, as such, it rivets mankind.” >
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GRIEVING
GRANDCHILDREN
The Prince of Wales leading Zara
Tindall, Lady Louise Windsor,
Princess Beatrice, the Duke of
Sussex, Peter Phillips, the Earl of
Wessex and Princess Eugenie to a
silent vigil at Queen Elizabeth II's
coffin at Westminster Hall,
September 2022




HAT TRICK
The Prince and Princess of
Wales departing St George's
Chapel in Windsor after
the Order of the Garter

Ceremony last summer

ROYAL TOUCH
Paying his homage to his
Jfather, King Charles I11,

at the coronation
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<IIf hereditary monarchy is to survive it must beguile us but also
demonstrate its utility, that it is a force for good. William said in
that 2016 interview, ‘I'm going to get plenty of criticism over my
lifetime, echoing Queen Elizabeth II’s famous Guildhall speech in
1992 ‘that criticism is good for people and institutions that are part
of public life. No institution — city, monarchy, whatever — should
expect to be free from the scrutiny of those who give it their loyalty
and support, not to mention those who don't.’

William saw close up his mother’s ability to bring public focus
and her own personal magnetism to any subject or cause she
focused on. He admires his father’s work ethic, the way he ‘really
digs down’, sometimes literally (I understand that gardening is
giving the King solace during his cancer treatment).

But the biggest influence for William was Her late Majesty,
as he said on her 90th birthday. As an Eton schoolboy, William
made weekend visits to the big house on the hill, being mentored
by Granny rather as she had been tutored in the Second World War
by the then vice-provost of Eton, Sir Henry Marten. William said
in 2016: ‘In the Queen I have an extraordinary example of some-
body who's done an enormous amount of good and she’s probably
the best role model I could have.” That said, his aim was ‘finding
your own path but with very good examples and guidance around
you to supportyou.

Queen Elizabeth II had a brilliant way of rising above the fray and
usually being either a step ahead of public opinion or in tune with it.
If you are at the helm of affairs in a privileged hereditary position,
your duty is to serve and use your pulpit for the benefit of others. In
a democracy, monarchy is accountable. The scrutiny is intense, with

an army of commentators paid for wisdom and hot air about each
no-show, parsing each announcement, interpreting each image.

William takes the long view. He has ‘wide horizons’, says Mick
Clarke. “There are so many causes that are more palatable and easier
to achieve than ending homelessness, but his commitment and
drive are 100 per cent.’

The prince seeks a different way of being royal in an ancient
institution that must move with the times. His task? To develop
something modern in an ever-changing world. He faces all sorts of
new issues — or old issues in new guises. Noises off from within
the family don’t help — Andrew’s difficulties, or the suggestions of’
prejudice from Montecito a couple of years ago (now seemingly
withdrawn), which prompted William’s most vehement soundbite:
‘We're very much not a racist family.’

William is maybe a new kind of leader who can keep the
monarchy relevant and resonant in the coming decades. Queen
Elizabeth II is a powerful exemplar and memory, but she was of
her time. William is his own man. He must overcome and think
beyond ‘the unforgiving minute.” Indeed, he could seek inspiration
in Rudyard Kipling’s poem, /£

Ifyou can force your heart and nerve and sinew

1o serve your turn long afier they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Excepr the Will which says ro them: ‘Hold on!”

Ifyou.can ralk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with Kings—rnor lose the common touch]...]

Yours is the Earth and everything thats in it,

And—which is more—you'll be a Man, my son! ]

WELSH ASSEMBLY: PRINCES OF WALES PAST

THE BLACK PRINCE

Edward of Woodstock, known as the Black Prince,
was Edward IIl's eldest son. He was also made
Earl of Chester and Duke of Cornwall, making
him the first English duke. In 1346, he became
the hero of the Battle of Crécy, defeating King

John of Bohemia during the Hundred Years' War.

KING HENRY V

During his teens, the future King Henry V first
proved his mettle when fighting alongside his
father at the Battle of Shrewsbury in 1403, After
succeeding to the throne in 1413, he famously
stepped up to defeat the French at the Battle of
Agincourt in 1415, becoming a national hero.

~

KING HENRY VIII

Henry Tudor, Henry VII's second son, became
heir apparent after his elder brother, Arthur (also
a former Prince of Wales), died of the era’s
mysterious ‘sweating sickness' at just 15. Henry
would go on to marry Arthur's widow, Catherine
of Aragon, in 15609. The rest is history...
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THE SOLDIER PRINCE

FOLLOWING ROYAL TRADITION, WILLIAM HAS SERVED IN THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE,

LATER WORKING AS AN AIR AMBULANCE PILOT BEFORE TAKING UP FULL-TIME ROYAL DUTIES
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BLUES AND ROYAES
Charles— then Prince of Wales
—and William at RAF
Cranwell, Lincolnshire in 2008

PHOTOGRAPHS: AFP, HULTON ARCHIVE; TIM GRAHAM PHOTO LIBRARY,

UNIVERSAL IMAGES GROUP, WPA POOL/GETTY IMAGES

WHETHER ON THE BATTLEFIELD OR IN A CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS, WILLIAM’S PRINCE OF
WALES PREDECESSORS WERE NO STRANGERS TO STEPPING UP WHEN CALLED BY THE CROWN

KING CHARLES |

Charles was born into the House of Stuart as

the second son of King James VI of Scotland.

After his elder brother, Prince Henry, died of
typhoid fever at 18, he became heir apparent.
His time as king resulted in a bitter end: the
English Civil War and his execution in 1649.

TATLER

KING GEORGE IV

During his time as Prince of Wales, George
acted as regent for his mentally ill father,
King George lll. He was ridiculed for his

spending, but his contributions to the country
included remodelling Buckingham Palace
and rebuilding Windsor Castle.

KING CHARLES Il

Under the 70-year-reign of Queen Elizabeth I,
Charles became the longest-serving Prince of
Wales — 64 years and 44 days — and the oldest
person to hold the position. In 1976, he stepped
up to become a memorably philanthropic prince,
setting up The Prince’s Trust charity.
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Jumpsuit, POA, ASHI
STUDIO. Shoes, £695,
JIMMY CHOO. Socks,
£8, GLASSWORKS
LONDON. Necklace,
£88, and bracelets, £65
each, GILLIAN HORSUP
AT ALFIES ANTIQUES
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Dress, £8,518, CHANEL.
Skirt, to hire from ANGELS
COSTUMES. Shoes,

POA, MUGLER. Gloves,
POA, HANDSOME
STOCKHOLM. Stockings,
£35, WOLFORD. Earrings,
POA, CHANEL HIGH
JEWELLERY

00






TATLER

Coat, POA, RICHARD
QUINN. Top, £2,100, and
skirt, £4,000, DIOR. Shoes,
£595, JIMMY CHOO.
Earrings, POA, CHANEL
HIGH JEWELLERY.
Tights, stylist's own




Dress, POA, and shoes,
£2,900, BALENCIAGA.
Hat, £1,025, EDWINA
IBBOTSON. Earrings,
£55, GILLIAN HORSUP
AT ALFIES ANTIQUES.
Rings, from £46, THE
HIRST COLLECTION

TAKING A BOW
Sarah Siddons was the
most celebrated actress
of the 18th century and
sat for artist Thomas
Gainsborough in 1785
at the height of her
success — this portrait
now hangs in the
National Gallery.
Siddons returns to the
London stage in “The
Divine Mrs S, showing
now at Hampstead
Theatre, with Olivier
Award nominee
Rachael Stirling in

the title role
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Dress, £10,660,
GUCCI. Hat, £2,750,
ALISON TOD. Gloves,
£65, ELISSA POPPY.
Earrings, £65, and
bracelet, £75, GILLIAN
HORSUP AT ALFIES

ANTIQUES




Dress, £11,800,
VALENTINO. Hat, POA,
EMILY-LONDON
HEADWEAR. Shoes,
£695, JIMMY CHOO
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Shirt, £2,850, and

blazer, £1,800, DOLCE

& GABBANA. Dress,

POA, NINA RICCI.
Earrings, £110, THE HIRST
COLLECTION. Rings,
(middle finger) £59, THE
HIRST COLLECTION,

and £230, SWAROVSKI

For stockists, see Address
Book. Hair: Jason Goh using
Hair by Sam McKnight.
Make-up: India Rawlings.
Nails: Ami Rai at Snow
Creatives using Chanel Le
Vernis in Eté Indien and La
Créme Main. Photographer's
assistants: Tristan Fennell
and Daniel Walker. Styling
assistants: Sophie Callaghan
and Hyunsoo Lee. Model:
Asia Piwka at Titanium.
Production and casting:
Nicholas Forbes Watson.
Production assistant: James
Lamb. Set design: Aaron
Vernon. Wigs: Artisan

Wigs London
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n May 1986, Patricia ‘Bubbles’ Rothermere was profiled by
Tatler. Bubbles — a sobriquet supposedly coined by Nigel
Dempster for her love of champagne — was the estranged
wife of Vere Harmsworth, 3rd Viscount Rothermere, the
proprietor of the Daily Mail. But she was far more than
that: dressed like an 18th-century madame in gigantic
gowns with lashings of bows and taffeta, Viscountess
Rothermere brought a certain quirk to English high society.
Especially when cruising around Eaton Square in the back of her
Bentley, champagne flute perennially in hand.

Now, 38 years later, it's her granddaughter’s turn in the
spotlight. Bursting onto the scene with her blonde bombshell
wigs, fake nails and neon yellow gloves, Alfreda Maxwell is the
moment. Just like Bubbles before her, she is the centre of the social
world, a fabulous hostess, a beacon of old-school glamour — and
a high-society showgirl. This witty, Liza Minnelli-inspired
singer-songwriter performs a wild cabaret show to a bewitched
audience at The House of KOKO. And the crowd? Well, even
Lord Porchester has witnessed Alfreda’s bejewelled lingerie.

Yet, for all the exhibitionism and flamboyance, Alfie — as she
is known to friends — is a classic introverted extrovert, more
comfortable behind her on-stage persona. Which is why she turns
up to lunch on Portobello Road with long black mesh gloves (only
removing them to eat an olive). I behave very differently when
I'm wearing the wig, she says, adjusting her blonde bechive. ‘It’s
like a mask, a character. I find it difficult to do any of those things
without that”

‘Flamboyant’, ‘absurd’ and ‘outrageous” is how she describes
her alter ego — could she also be describing Bubbles? She ponders.
T can see the similarities, she says, in her low, old-cinematic,
slightly droll voice. T love champagne. I love to party. I love

performing. I want to be a star”

And Bubbles was a star: considered a beauty in her twenties, she
became an actress under the name Beverley Brooks, appearing in
several films including Find the Lady and Tears for Simon (both in
1956). When Bubbles wed Vere Harmsworth in 1957 (after her
divorce from a Coldstream Guard, Captain Christopher Brooks),
she famously said that she didn’t just marry a man, she ‘married >
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<lan empire’. And yet she was still very much a part of the social
scene, flouncing about in ruffles, rich fur coats and gargantuan
diamonds. Bubbles was ‘loved by society’, says Alfreda. And espe-
cially by ‘the gays’.

‘So many old gays come up to me and say, “Your grandmother
BUBBLES!” Alfreda exclaims, gesticulating theatrically. “They
have so many great stories.” Most, Alfreda believes, are gossip, like
the tale that Bubbles headhunted a chauffeur by standing on the
corner of Eaton Square and judging all the drivers who passed by.
But one story she knows is true: ‘She had a butler with her at every
party, serving her her own champagne,” Alfreda says. ‘Everywhere
she went. Hence the name Bubbles, which she didn’t like at all.’

er grandmother’s lavish parties, wild behaviour
and attention-seeking dresses were all part of
what Alfreda
describes  as
her ‘Bubbles
era, which
began after
Patricia’s estrangement from
Lord Rothermere — who was,
Alfreda explains, contrastingly
a ‘very sweet, cosy man’. While
the viscount lived mainly in
Paris, Bubbles flitted between
her penthouse in New York
and houses in Beverly Hills
(Alfreda’s dream: ‘I want to
be a Beverly Hills housewife,
she says), Jamaica, Mustique
(where her friend Princess
Margaret was a neighbour), the
South of France and Eaton
Square. She also had a manor
house in East Sussex: Stroods,
where her daughter Geraldine —
Alfreda’s mother — now lives.
Always the hostess, Bubbles
threw ‘big, fat parties. Those
walls have seen many things,
Alfredasays of Stroods’s library,
a sumptuous room lined with
old leather-bound Harmsworth
Encyclopedias. A box of Bella
Freud ‘Ginsbergis God’ matches
sits by the fireplace, and on a
shelf is that May 1986 issue of
Tatler starring Bubbles. But the
walls keep other secrets too: Stroods has become the epicentre of
Alfreda’s social set, where she and her clique escape London for
Whispering Angel-drenched weekends with fabulous dinners, long
walks, karaoke, and glamorous murder-mystery parties. Such as at
Halloween last year, when Alfreda hosted a Romanov-themed
murder mystery. Allegra Handelsman wore a white lace dress and a
white Blair Waldorf-esque headband, Stanley Dunmore a sailor’s
outfit, and man-about-town Edoardo Nappi a fur ushanka. But
Alfreda stole the show in a vintage Christian Dior fur shawl — ‘one
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CHAMPAGNE SOCIALITE
Alfredds grandmother Viscountess Rothermere, universally known as Bubbles,
photographed for The New York Times in the library of her Fifth Avenue
apartment in Manhattan, 1978

of the most valuable things I own. Everyone kept saying I was a
Russian Marilyn Monroe.” Written onto a piece of cardboard, the
programme for the evening was laid out: to solve the murder of
Alfreda Maxwell, ‘mother and socialite’, with arrows leading to the
‘suspects’, who included her cousin India Harmsworth Yeates and
Viviane Lian, the Burlington Arcade-dwelling artist.

With the help of ChatGPT, Alfreda wrote the plot, which
culminated in her ‘live’ murder — typically theatrical, typically
Alfie. ‘I did a whole thing, she laughs, explaining how everyone
gathered in the pitch-black dining room to witness a spectacle:
when the lights were flicked on, Alfreda was lying ‘dead’ on the
floor. A hapless victim, ‘covered in [fake] blood” and clutching a
piece of paper inscribed with the letter E. Who was the murderer?

There haven’t been any real murders at Stroods, but the house
has not been without drama. In the 1970s, it burnt down entirely.
‘My grandmother left her hair
curlers on,’ explains Alfreda. ‘A
curtain caught fire. Stroods was
rebuilt in the exact same style,
and Bubbles lived there until
her death in 1992 at the age of
63. (She accidentally overdosed
on sleeping pills while at her
house in Nice.)

The fact that Alfreda never
met Bubbles perhaps adds to
her mystique. T wonder if I
would have seen her very
much. She was definitely pub-
licly epic, but privately...” Here
she hesitates, choosing her
words carefully. ‘I think having
a mother like that would be
quite tricky. You know, some-
one who’s always out, living
very outwardly.

‘My mother said to me the
other day, “I know you hero-
worship my mother.” And 1
said, “Where do you get that
from?” And she said, “The
wigs... You know, you do seem
to be like her.”

Alfreda pauses, her amber
eyes glancing downwards. “You
know, she adds, ‘my mother
is just as if not more fabulous
than Bubbles. It’s sad that
[my grandmother] was never
around to see it... or appreciate it. My mother grew up in a very
strange world, she continues. ‘She wasn’t a boy, [so] she was
treated. .. differently’

Indeed, she must have been: it’s widely reported that Bubbles
was so hell-bent on delivering a male Rothermere heir — to take
over the running of the Daily Mail — that she researched the
methods of Dr August von Borosini to influence the gender of her
unborn child. They clearly worked, because after three baby girls,
Jonathan, the current Viscount Rothermere, was born. >
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<] It’s a tale as old as time, but would her mother have wanted
to have run the Daily Mail? “Well, says Alfreda, ‘if gender
wasn’t an issue, she would have had to. That would be f******
hilarious.” She pauses for a moment, imagining. ‘It would be a
very different paper.

How so? ‘She’d just be having a bit of a laugh, I think,’ Alfreda
says. ‘She’s very, very smart. But she thinks that Jonathan has
‘done an incredible job. It must be strange for him, having grown
up with that. Then, swiftly changing the subject: “They forgot
my lemonade.

By contrast, Alfreda’s childhood was far removed from the
world of newspapers and high society. She grew up in America,
first in Massachusetts, as
her father — Glyn Maxwell,
a celebrated playwright and
poet — was teaching at

Ambherst. Then the family
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Post-Cumnor, she had a spell at Worth, then for sixth form
moved to Fine Arts College: a college for ‘classic north London,
Hampstead types’ like Rocco Ritchie and Brooklyn Beckham.
Alfreda describes her time there as ‘a dream. It’s the St Trinian’s of
now; she says. ‘None of us really did much work. We were on the
loose, having a complete laugh with the teachers on school trips.
And her weekends were equally wild: underage drinking and
‘legendary’ out-of-control parties, all hosted by Alfreda. ‘My
house was the party house, she says. There would be shisha pipes,
neon lights and smoke machines. ‘I hadn’t been the popular kid
[at school], so suddenly having all these friends was very exciting.’

But behind closed doors, Alfreda was busy writing songs — ‘shit
demos whining about some
guy [ .was with at boarding
school’, she calls them.
After graduating, she did
an Iggy Pop and started
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moved to the Upper West
Side in New York, while he
taught at Columbia. Tm
so sad that we ever left,
Alfreda sighs theatrically.
Td love to marrya Yank’
Alfreda went to school at

Columbia Grammar — but For-stockists, see
Address:Book.
Hair and ‘make-up:
Amy Brandoh.
Photographer’s
assistant: Jamie
Appleby. Styling
assistant:

academia wasn’t her bag. ‘I
was always so spaced out,
she says, referencing her
ADHD. ‘Most of the time
I was dreaming of the
stage. She recalls how she
was once caught ‘practising
her autograph’ in a lesson.
‘So ridiculous.

I really wanted to go to
performing arts school,
she says. Like a charm
school? Yes — a chaaarm

Hyunsoo-kee

school, she says, feigning
an American accent. Like
grandmother, like grand-

recording in Berlin. She
then had material — an
oeuvre of songs, ‘pop
and electronic-inspired’ —
which she performed back
in London, namely at ‘the
late but great Laylow’, the
now-closed celeb-magnet
Notting Hill members’ club.

So far, so social. But this
socialite’s life took a rather
different turn when Alfreda
fell pregnant at 22. The
father was a friend from
Fine Arts whom she’d been
dating for a year. Tt was a
lovely surprise, she says.
‘But I look at 22-year-olds
now and think, “[You're a]
baby.” They broke up just
six months after Dorothea
was born. “We couldn’t do
the whole parenting thing
together, she says. ‘But we

daughter: Bubbles attended
the Rank Charm School.
‘T wish I had a stage mum,
says Alfreda. ‘I would have
really loved a momager.
But that didn’t stop her
from directing her own
plays at home and on holidays. “We would go on holiday with the
Fiennes, and I would make them all be in my films... That was a
massive name-drop,’ she laughs. “That’s hilarious.

When she was nine, her family moved back to Stroods.
Returning to England was ‘a culture shock’, says Alfreda, who at
the time had an American accent. ‘T had no idea about the Royal
Family; I didn’t care about the newspapers. Everything English
slightly irritated me: like tea and the BBC. She was enrolled at
Cumnor House, where she felt ‘ignored — it wasn’t until I sang ata
leavers’ concert that people noticed me and I had an identity’.

made it work apart, with a
lot of support from my
mum and his family. She
has a whole village.

He has since moved on
— ‘he has a girlfriend, it’s
very serious’ — but Alfreda
is single. T'd like a boyfriend, she says. ‘But there’s a lot going on.
What man wants to hitch up with some mad wannabe cabaret
superstar, cat-owning, mother of a three-year-old?” That sounds
rather fabulous, I say. ‘For a gay man, she quips.

Nevertheless, Alfreda attracts eccentric, thespian types wher-
ever she goes. She’s even earned the nickname “The Patron of the
Arts because she is always hosting ‘out-of-work actors’ and former
Broadway stars (such as 7he Rocky Horror Show’s Nell Campbell)
in her shed in Ladbroke Grove. The rest of her house is equally
theatrical: her bedroom, which she calls “The Theatre’, features
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three bright-purple auditorium seats and is lined with pictures of
Marilyn Monroe and Andy Warhol (‘My mum used to work
at The Factory, says Alfreda, casually). She also has a walk-in
wardrobe packed full of fancy dress, latex and velvet. Her favour-
ite piece? Possibly her Tom Ford shoes that spell out ‘Pussy Power’
in pink sequins.

While she admits that Bubbles perhaps inspires the wigs
and the flamboyance, she cites the late Isabella Blow — her
godmother — as a style icon. ‘I remember her standing over
me with a massive hat,” she says. ‘Perhaps I get my style from her,
then Marilyn Monroe, Liza Minnelli... Old Hollywood — I just

love that world.

s that world that she has introduced to modern society
with her witty, self-written cabaret shows at The House of
KOKO. Tm very inspired by Tin Pan Alley, the old
American songwriters and publishers,’ she says. Every other
month, in KOKO’s jazz bar, Ellen’s, she and Claudia Rosier
(who plays a nanny-cum-burlesque dancer) curate a range
of racy acts. But the highlight is when Alfreda performs
‘Guest Room, a catchy, Kate Nash-y tune she penned with her
co-writer, George Petrie. The witty lyrics recount a time she had
to stay in the ‘shitty little guest room’ at the house of her then-
boyfriend’s parents.

‘Guest Room’” has not only been heard in The House of KOKO,
but also in the mustard velvet booths of Chiltern Firchouse. Her
clique were singing the lyrics loudly one evening and Alfreda’s
‘teenage dream’ overheard: it was Katy Perry. ‘She was loving
it,” Alfreda says. ‘She was like, “What is this? Like, a hit in the UK
that I don’t know about?” I performed “Guest Room” to her, then
we were all singing it. Then we all started singing show tunes.

Soon ‘Guest Room’ will come to the masses: it’s being released
as a single in May ahead of Alfreda’s debut EP, due out in July,
entitled Mozher's Makeup and inspired by ‘expectations of women
as lovers’ and the fear of ‘becoming one’s own mother’. It’s not,
however, about her own experience of motherhood, which changed
Alfreda profoundly. T wasn’t really a person before Dorothea,’ she
says, suddenly moved. ‘I was abit of a shell. I was running around,
chasing a dream. I was taking for granted the things that
I had and I was unhappy. But after having her, I just came to life.
My whole life slotted in. I wouldn’t change a thing.’

Although Alfreda concedes that she is like Bubbles ‘aesthetically
and personality-wise’ = the champagne, the parties, the perform-
ing — she’s also resolute that she is different in many ways. ‘Often
I don’tdrink at all. A lot of it is like a performance sometimes,” she
says. ‘And I wouldn't ever put that above my responsibility to
Dorothea. And my love for family. I'm sure she did love her family.
But Dorothea always comes first.

Tve finally figured out who Alfreda is, she adds, levelling a
look with her big, almond-shaped eyes. ‘It's something else, taking
from all of these people that I grew up in awe of: like Issie [Blow]
— and slightly like Bubbles — and people I worshipped on screen.
Hopefully, I've mastered the balance between taking myself
seriously and also not taking myself seriously at all, she muses,
adjusting a glove, one of her false nails poking through like a cat’s
claw. ‘Not enough people have a sense of humour about themselves.

Well, this cabaret-singing, wig-wearing and Katy Perry-
twinning blonde bombshell certainly does. An It girl is born. O
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Bubbles at her
Beverly Hills house,
Tatler, July 1982

The Hon Vere

and Pat ‘Bubbles
Harmsworth with
Prince Charles at the
150th anni; of
The Printers Charitable
Corporation in 1977, the
year before Vere became
Viscount Rothermere

Allegra Handelsinan, Stanley
Dunmore, Vivianedian, Fdoarda g

ystery
night at:Stroods,
2023

Alfredda’s mother, Geraldine,
with Maurice Saatchi and
Richard Branson at a space-
themed charity dinner, 1991




 Jeaked documen, g;/ﬂ& wj/
lavish Gmmazldz mez o and
dramatically fired advisers
suggest Prince Albert is Apmmﬁg
om‘ of conirol, Can be szmxzw?

TATLER



Exmistress

_‘ £850k . | Daughter

Nicole and
| Tove-child Y

| 21

| sister

£685K

mlstresses and an

MLove-children, ex-
Yout of control’ wife — the accounts e = oy e

ihow amonarchy in freefall ‘;:s:m.u. i,

WERCREDI 24 JasvieR 2024
3,60€- FRANCE M \'ROPOU‘\’MNE

GEWE! i
DIRECTEUR JER%'ME FENOGLIO

» Dans une série de quatre
articles, «Le Monde » dévoile
les coulis: S

du micro-Etat et de la famille
Grimaldi, en particulier

ap

son e 1dmlmstntcur de biens

» Claude Palmero, qui fut en
poste durant plus de vingt ans
t d’étre évincé en juin2023,
t

» Il affirme s etre chargé
en son nom de missions discre-
tes: gestlon des fonds occultes
imoine, montage
és oftshule.

Inside Charlene's 'dangerous'
spending: Monaco Princess hired
'lllegal immigrants' on £90 a day
e including nannies she handed her
yments =\ ’n.ewborn twins to and a woman who
Albe rtof U ties up dogs in the shower', former
palace accountant claims

) By Bridie Pearson-jones and Peter Allen for MailOnline
e | 12:21, 24 Jan 2024 , updated 17:44, 24 Jan 2024

et
\uh‘:’

'*uy neoded.
Pay off 3

hlldren

"i‘

e s ey
sl

nted anoth
B‘l:nd nere she [

S sc mn little res] ec
“‘?v'. ‘E:‘:’E.f:“ur'i:l o .mmﬁu.. et son . mpm e O :
”%- o & "x?i‘.\w s that ihe Pt Xf"”’
cem ‘n an that Al xlnnn Zﬂ 1 : n
AR bt B SRR e s
oy i e BRI & oy
:  pu edAlberuob‘ hnfrmnw Y ‘ o ‘ m
‘Lover putfhlt reRy D e
h ens o the includs

el son’s name’ e e 2
ot :
‘“d = zu ‘ l\ of the ln s udwﬂunlh‘srll‘u then Tﬁ;‘::‘;"‘:;::
' ’_ uthorised
i b= 4 =ISIMILLION A YEAR

o whom e palmero was sacked 85




106

nce upon a time, courtiers were desperately
seeking Prince Albert II of Monaco. There
was an important meeting, but where was
the sovereign? Nowhere to be found in the
Prince’s Palace — not in his office, which he
took over from Princess Grace and turned
into an unnavigable mess of paper stacks,
photographs and dirty cups. Not in such Monégasque hotspots as
Place du Casino, where Ferraris and Porsches growl past, where
billionaires fill the golden salons of the
150-year-old Casino de Monte-Carlo,
and where the doors of Pierre and
Andrea Casiraghi’s building La Petite

Afrique spew out super-rich tenants and

Dolce & Gabbana customers. Not even
at Hotel de Paris, where Safras and Ofers
and Reubens splurge. Nowhere. As it
turned out, he had escaped on his private
jet to Strasbourg and was eating frogs
legs with some friends. His staff found
out only when one courtier was sent a
WhatsApp picture of Albert dangling
a grenouille from between his fingers.

Apparently, the prince makes a habit
of disappearing. He is more interested in
sports and saving the oceans than in
affairs of state. ‘If he ever has an oppor-
tunity to escape, he does,” says a former
palace insider, a sigh in his voice and
sorrow in his heart. No wonder Albert’s
father, Prince Rainier I, seriously con-
sidered ejecting him from the line of succession in favour of his
elder sister, Princess Caroline — a tale recently recounted in French
newspaper Le Monde but denied as ‘a fable’ by the prince.

This Houdini habit is perhaps regrettable: with the prince said to
be in a permanent state of ‘avoidance’, Monaco is in meltdown.
Leaked documents paint a shambolic picture: Albert has been
accused of losing control over Princess Charlene’s spending, he has
had to explain that he bankrolls any overspend from family money,
and he is at the centre of a row with his former advisers, which many
feel only serves to increase the power of the property monarch of
Monaco, Patrice Pastor. A salient scandal: can Albert survive it?

This chapter of chaos began in 2021, when Les Dossiers du
Rocher (The Rock Files, referring to the Rock of Monaco) were

Monégasque
real-estate
billionaire
Patrice Pastor

MONACO
ON THE
ROCKS?

Prince Albert came to the
throne in 2005, promising
to revamp Monaco’s
reputation as a sunny place
Jor shady people. But the
drama hasn’t stopped...

Prince Albert ascends
the throne after his
father's death, pledging
to fight corruption and
be guided by ‘morality,
honesty and ethics’

published, whistleblowing alleged corruption at the heart of the
palace on an anonymous website that leaked both real and fake
emails between Albert’s four closest advisers, nicknamed the ‘G4’.

The website suggested the advisers had personally profited from
business conducted on behalf of the palace. This group includes:
Claude Palmero, the Grimaldi family’s asset manager of 22 years, a
loyal and clinical chartered accountant whose father, André, had
been Prince Rainier’s finance man; Thierry Lacoste, Albert’s child-
hood friend and lawyer, whose mother, Nadia, had been the palace’s
communications gatekeeper and a friend
of Princess Grace; Didier Linotte, the
president of the Monégasque Supreme
Court; and Laurent Anselmi, Albert’s
chief of staft. They all strongly deny the
accusations. In fact, the term ‘G4’ was
invented by the website. The four were
never one unit that acted and thought
together. The idea stemmed from what a
former palace adviser describes as the
previously existing G6 — a group which
met quarterly between 2010 and 2015
and included the four aforementioned
advisers, as well as former prime minister
Michel Roger and lawyer Jean-Francois
Renucci, who died in a car crash soon
after the Dossiers were released.

Inidally, it seemed the group had
nothing to worry about. That first drop
was a bit of a dud. Albert stuck by his
guys, condemned the Dossiers, and the
anonymous publisher eventually stopped
in spring 2022. Then, in June last year, Albert made a sudden
U-turn, clearing out the ‘G4, citing a ‘cleaning of his hands’.
Lacoste and Palmero were out; Linotte pushed into retirement;
and Anselmi given the duff position of Président de I'Académie
de la Mer de Monaco — he has a wonderful office view, no staff
and no budget, I am told. No one knows what changed Albert’s
mind, but Le Monde revealed in its investigation that Albert had
attended secret meetings with the billionaire property developer
Pastor (known in Monaco as ‘the king’) one month earlier —
meetings that they claim may be central to this tale. Was this, they
asked, what had sealed the disgraced advisers' fates? (Intriguingly,
however, a new Bloomberg investigation adds that Emmanuel

Macron apparently pressed Albert to sort things out around the

Monaco is removed from
the OECD'’s ‘Grey List' of
non-cooperative jurisdictions

Albert weds
Charlene
Wittstock

— rumours of
an unhappy
marriage

TATLER




same time. So perhaps that was what galvanised Albert — though
when approached for comment, Albert declined to respond.)

The whole affair made one person in particular look very, very
bad: Palmero. Over two decades, he had become one of Albert’s
closest advisers; but now he was being forcibly ejected from his
second-floor office (a spartanly serious room with a huge desk,
pencils, three armchairs, and a two-metre-high safe that courtiers
joked was as big as a wardrobe), led to his Renault Clio by one
Colonel Luc Fringant, and handed a sterile letter of severance from
the prince. His daily routine — two thirds of his time spent working
for the Grimaldis and the rest overseeing his role as partner at a
PWC — was shattered. At 66, the keeper of the secrets was out,
humiliated and further enraged when, in July, Albert gave an inter-
view to Le Figaro accusing him of corruption, and the royal family
filed a criminal complaint accusing him of mishandling their
accounts. It was a dagger to the heart of his most loyal subject.
Palmero later filed multiple lawsuits against the prince, including
for false allegations, defamation and unfair dismissal.

The thing is, says a local journalist, ‘Albert is a weak person. 'm
not saying he’s a bad person; I think his heart is in the right place,
but he avoids confrontation. He had a lot of that when his father
was alive; so when he does [engage in] confrontation, its like a
bloodbath. There were other, more diplomatic ways of handling the
ousting of Palmero — without all the drama.’

The gossip mill was in full flow. Still, the accountant vehemently
denies all accusations of corruption, maintains everything can be
explained, and says he was always acting under the prince’s instruc-
tions. His unfair dismissal claim against the prince continues to
work its way through the courts.

Meanwhile, Gérard Davet and Fabrice Lhomme, two investiga-
tive reporters from Le Monde, managed to obtain copies of five of
Palmero’s account books: two decades’ worth of Grimaldi financial
records. Their four-part report, published in January, was explosive.
The employment of illegal immigrants? Palmero unable to curb
Charlene’s spending? Albert instructing Palmero to secrete money
offshore and buy assets under his (Palmeros) name?- Secret
payments to Alberts ex-girlfriends? Imagine the fury in the palace.

Alberts lawyer Jean-Michel Darrois responded: ‘At the palace,
Mr Palmero was solely responsible for human resources and recruit-
ment. The prince does not intervene in such matters. An audit has
been launched and, obviously, if it turns out that there have been
any irregularities, they will be put to an end immediately.” Regarding
any overspend, he added: ‘For all members of the princely family,
from the moment Claude Palmero informed [the prince] of such[>

THE FAMOUS FOUR

These powerful senior figures in Prince Albert’s court
were abruptly ousted last year. Meet the mysterious G4...

DIDIER LINOTTE

The former president of Monacos
Supreme Court was pushed into
retirement lastsummer

CLAUDE PALMERO

The Monégasque royal family’s
principal accountant and asset
manager was sacked after 22 years
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LAURENT ANSELMI
Anselmi had been chief of staff to the
prince for just a year and half when

he was dismissed last summer

THIERRY LACOSTE

Lacoste had long been Prince Albert's
personal lawyer, and his late mother
was a confidante of Princess Grace
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The Monégasque government

selects the Marzocco Group to
build the Odeon Tower, the
first skyscraper erected in
Monte Carlo for a generation
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The Caroli Group is
awarded the contract to
build a new waterside
development, the
Esplanade des Pécheurs.
But it faces so many
roadblocks that the
group's head, Antonio
Caroli, says he was forced
to give up before a single
brick had been laid

Alleged defects in the
Marzocco Group's
Jardins d'Apolline
project spark
contested claims of
a'health emergency’,
and the contract for its rebuilding is

awarded to billionaire Patrice Pastor. In 2018,
the Marzocco Group's lawyer Dupond Moretti
complains that the state acted before any
expert investigation was complete
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Charlene Wittstock,
photographed at the
Prince’s Palace for
Tatler in December
2010, just before
her wedding to
Prince Albert

Les Dossiers du Rocher

club veulent mettre 4 sac la
Principauté sous le nez du...

JULY 2023
In an interview with Le Figaro,
Albert completely dismisses

Palmero. It infuriates his

Albert allegedly has
a secret meeting
| = with Patrice Pastor

——— (below). Some have former adviser, who later files

asked if this swayed " P lawsuits against the prince
2021 his next move... = = claiming false allegations and
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Les Dossiers du Rocher, an anonymous defamation. Palmero also

site featuring real and fake leaked Albert's business manager of 22 years, files a claim against Albert for
emails between the ‘G4’, goes live, and Claude Palmero (above), is sacked and unfair dismissal, which he has
is emailed to journalists and power ejected from the palace. He later lifted taken to the European Court
players. Albert supports his four advisers the lid on the royals' lavish spending of Human Rights
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<l an overrun, he was instructed to have them fully covered by the
family’s private assets.’

Interestingly, the Monégasque mood was little changed. Of the
illegal workers? ‘Everybody employs illegal labour,” says the local
journalist. ‘Beausoleil is a suburb of poor people, many of whom
work just for cash in Monaco. So it didn’t surprise anyone that
Charlene might have done the same.” As for the obscene spending?
‘So what? They have the money. There’s no scandal about that.

eanwhile, I shot off a request to an email
address I found for Palmero. He came back
to me: ‘Unfortunately I am not giving inter-
views. Perseverance. Eventually, he agreed
to answer a limited number of questions.
“We had a relationship of trust, he says of
Albert. ‘My role revolved around three
main activities: I managed the assets of the prince and his family,
those of the Crown, and I was responsible for instigating, launching
and sometimes supervising strategic projects of general interest for
Monaco. My exchanges and conversations in person with the prince
were simple and direct. We often took stock of ongoing projects, and

efficiency as well as confidentiality were important to both of us.” So
what went wrong? ‘T can't explain his strange U-turn last year. In the
prince’s interview with Le Figaro, the comments made about me
were offensive and defamatory. Positioning my departure in the con-
text of a “hand-washing” operation is intellectual and moral fraud.’
Clearly, at the heart of Monaco’s consequential power struggle,
there is a standoff between Albert and his former advisers.
And there is one person in particular who many people believe
benefits from this. Someone who has long been at loggerheads with
Palmero: Patrice Pastor, the 51-year-old Monégasque property
magnate, who for years has been called ‘the king’ by his entourage
and, more recently, ‘the octopus’ by the press. He’s a workaholic
with a bullish, Trumpian confidence, who employs a nighttime
secretary and blasts off emails to his associates late at night. Pastor
gets around Monaco on his scooter and drinks beer in nondescript
cafés, despite his extreme wealth, and he has sued the state multiple
times in relation to building contracts awarded to his competitors.
For many years, the Pastor family had a near-monopoly on the
property development market. After Albert became Prince of
Monaco (in 2005), the palace and its advisers began to try to
broaden the market to include other players, including the Caroli
and the Marzocco groups. Through extensive legal and PR cam-
paigns, he has diminished both of these competitors. After lengthy

AUGUST 2023

News breaks that Albert's
childhood friend and
lawyer Thierry
Lacoste (feff), chief
of staff Laurent
Anselmi and
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director Didier
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disputes over the Odeon Tower and the Jardins d’Apolline projects,
Claudio Marzocco is no longer involved in public building con-
tracts in Monaco. And Antonio Caroli has experienced so many
roadblocks in his Esplanade des Pécheurs project, he says he’s been
forced to give up: for this, he has publicly blamed Pastor.

It is easy to see why it is he who Claude Palmero and other for-
mer advisers believe to be behind Les Dossiers du Rocher. The
former palace insider suggests that Palmero especially was leading
the fight against Pastor’s dominance in the market — that Palmero
was therefore Pastor’s arch-enemy.

Tatler has not seen any evidence to link Pastor to the Dossiers and
he himself has fiercely denied being behind the leaks. He told Le
Monde: ‘Tm not a nice guy. 'm free, independentand I have money,
so... Everything in the Dossiers du Rocher is true, and everyone
knows it! The truth is that I irritate them.” In the middle of these
grinding axes, there is a fudging Prince Albert.

On a grossly wet February day, I arrive in Paris to meet Davet and
Lhomme at Le Zimmer, the Chtelet café and former hangout
of Zola and Proust — their choice. It is fitting. The Woodward
and Bernstein of France take their seats in front of me, dimly
illuminated by the glow from the red lampshades. They are conver-
sational, amiable, ‘clear; possessing a low-key freneticism that
indicates a life on the hunt. This investigative duo is the real deal:
the shiver in Sarkozy’s spine, possibly even the reason Hollande
didn’t get a second term. A patron squirrels over to say ‘bonjour —
she recognises them from the television.

The partners have been investigating Monaco for more than 20
years, exposing scandals about the ultra-wealthy. They were even
summoned to Monégasque court in December 2003. “We were
convicted [of public defamation against Alexey Fedorychev and his
company; the sponsor of AS Monaco]; and it strengthened our
desire to investigate Monaco, says Davet. ‘It didn’t intimidate us,’
adds Lhomme. ‘It had the opposite effect. Since then, we've been
fully on Monaco.” For them, the Grimaldis are the ultimate
subjects. Monaco, which the family has ruled for more than seven
centuries, remains one of the last European monarchies where the
monarch — an unelected hereditary — has executive power over the
government. “There is a lot of money, which equals a lot of tempta-
tion,’ says Davet. “There are people who abuse their function. There
are people who abuse the prince, who benefit from his weakness.
He can’t do it himself; he depends on people.’

Having investigated Les Dossiers du Rocher in 2021, they say
one of the things that became clear to them is that there was a
war bubbling in Monaco’s property development market, and >

NOW...

Feuding with his
former closest friends,
trying to manage
strong figures of
incredible wealth,

facing questions about

his ability to lead a
country, Prince Albert
now faces a very
difficult path
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< trying to hold the ring was Albert — a seemingly nervous, floun-
dering prince with too many personal problems, including two love
children and a complicated marriage.

‘He was surrounded by four people who were his loyal right-hand
men and advised him to make sure that the real-estate market was
more evenly distributed in Monaco. There were billions at stake,
says Lhomme. But Patrice Pastor — the great-grandson of stone-
mason Jean-Baptiste Pastor, who built Monaco’s towers with Prince
Rainier after the Second World War — was the main player and was
naturally in no mood to lose business, say allies of Palmero. Rows
broke out over a few huge building contracts awarded to his rivals,
the Caroli Group and the Marzocco Group. He began to use litiga-
tion to challenge his rivals and even the state.

A year later [from their original investigation] we learn that
Prince Albert had changed his mind: he no longer supports the ‘G4’
[those denying the Dossiers’ accusations of corruption], and he got
rid of them in a very violent manner. A month before, he met Pastor
in secret, claims Davet. So, he surmises: ‘Prince Albert has changed
his mind on probably very strong advice from Pastor.’

Davet and Lhomme soon learnt that copies had been made of
Palmero’s five accounting books by Monégasque authorities, before
they were — incredibly — handed
back. ‘Palmero said, “I don’t want
them published, because there are
very secret, very intimate things
inside,” says Lhomme.

Obviously that made them hell-
bent on accessing the photocopies.
‘It was very complicated: Monaco
is very small, when you're a jour-
nalist youre spotted right away, there are surveillance cameras
everywhere, everyone is paranoid. We felt like we werent in a demo-
cratic country.” Eventually, they won out: a source (‘whoworks in...
lets say, “justice”) met them at a secret location and they left
Monaco with the scoop of the year.

It took them three full days to comb through, entry by entry.
First, they couldn’t believe there were so many annotations from
Palmero. “We can see over 20 years the evolution of the relationship
between Palmero and Albert. At the beginning, Palmero was an
adviser. As the years pass, Palmero becomes more and more impor-
tant. We almost get the impression that he is the principality’s boss.
Its a very interesting, very human relationship, and it seems it
happened because Albert isn't really interested in finance, adminis-
tration, business management.” As time went on, Palmero’s notes
showed more influence, more alarm at what he was being asked to
do, and more resistance to it.

Especially, as Le Monde revealed, to Charlene’s ‘dangerous” spend-
ing: around €1 million for her office renovation; €900,000 for her
brother Sean Wittstock’s house; more than €600,000 on the twins’
births and baptisms; €15 million expenditure in total since she
married the prince (as allegedly recorded in 2019). ‘It’s crazy! I have
no control over the princess’s spending,” Palmero is said to have
written, noting also that she employed eight staff members — some
of whom had expired passports — and paid a private chef €300 a
day, cash-in-hand. Again, Albert’s lawyer felt compelled to respond
and insisted that any overspend was covered by the family’s private
assets, not state funds — and that Albert did not get involved in HR
matters, but they would regularise any issues they found.

Charlene has a crazy desire

0 spend money and Albert
says yes 1o everything’

almero’s annotations allowed an intimate glimpse
into the family dynamic. “We could see that
Princess Caroline is not friends with Charlene,
says Davet. ‘Charlene has a crazy desire to spend
money and Prince Albert says yes to everything.
Charlene is very lonely in the palace; so her best
friend is possibly the prince’s money.” The only
person who dares say no is... Palmero. As Davet and Lhomme
reported: ‘She wanted a new catamaran and he said no. Albert uses
his money to buy a kind of family peace around him.’

It became clear that Palmero was not just an accountant: accord-
ing to Le Monde, he was also in charge of hidden budgets, sensitive
dossiers and special ‘missions’, and lent his name to several proper-
ties, assets, businesses and funds bought or opened on the prince’s
behalf — and at, says Palmero, his request. Notably, this time, accord-
ing to Libération, there was an account named AG at BND, which
oversaw bank transfers to his love children, Alexandre and Jazmin
Grace Grimaldi. Le Monde also revealed that Palmero ‘bought’ a
lavish Parisian apartment intended to house the prince’s bodyguards,
and an apartment occupied by Charlotte Casiraghi, Albert’s niece.
Albert claimed that, at the time, he had no idea these purchases were
being made in Palmeros name.
He told Le Monde that, upon a
recently commissioned audit, he
discovered ‘Mr Palmero had putall
the assets of the princely family in
his name. The princely family no
longer owned its assets!”

Palmero later tells me that his
work was carried out with the
prince’s permission: ‘T sometimes had to lend my name to be of
service to the prince and his family, who were worried about discre-
tion, confidentiality and security on certain matters. This was done
on several occasions at their request and with their agreement
beforehand. To claim otherwise would be misleading. As I was
performing my service to the prince, I had no problem doing it.
I obviously did not gain any personal enrichment from it.’

Everyone I speak to says Prince Albert is too nice, too flimsy,
to be powerful. Why? ‘His father was very authoritative; his mother
[Grace Kelly] was a star, says Lhomme. ‘He found himself having
neither of these qualities but with huge media power, and it com-
pletely inhibited him. He has a stutter in French. Face to face, when
we interviewed him, he’s not comfortable, he’s not sure of himself.
Itis moving in a way. He is suffering.’

They celebrated their scoop by getting stuck straight into another
investigation — international this time. Top secret. They have to go —
and so do [, because I have a meeting with the former palace insider,
who has invited me to a secret location to brief me. ‘Its a very serious
situation, they say. ‘People don’t have to like Claude Palmero. But he
is someone deeply honest and he really loves his country. He is proud
of Monaco, but he believes that Monaco should shine for good
reasons. And if Monaco wants to be as attractive as it claims to be, it
has to be as perfect as possible, fighting against money laundering,
fighting against corruption. Promoting financial transparency.
Fighting against big monopolies. And this is what he has been
doing. This vision was the prince’s vision at the beginning.’

This is plainly true. In his early years as prince, Albert admitted
that Monaco was in need of cleaning up; that under his father, the

TATLER



PHOTOGRAPHS: ALAMY STOCK PHOTO; BEST IMAGE/BACKGRID; GETTY IMAGES; LE MONDE

saying that Monaco is a ‘sunny place for shady people’ rang true. In
his accession speech —written with his former chief of staff Jean-Luc
Allavena and Thierry Lacoste — he cried, ‘Pas plus! I will fight with
all my strength for Monaco to be beyond reproach’, and pledged to
guide the principality with ‘morality, honesty, and ethics’.

With the help of Palmero, they successfully managed to get
Monaco off the OECD’s ‘Grey List of non-cooperative tax authori-
ties in 2009 — a huge coup that demonstrated Alberts clean-up
efforts in real terms. A former ambassador who used to visit the
principality regularly in this era confirms: ‘Back in my day, they
were doing their best to get their act sorted. And certainly the occa-
sional policeman that I talked to was impressed by how they were
cooperating.” Albert was a natural at deftly handling international
relations. The ambassador goes on: ‘He invited all the ambassadors

Albert’s nephew 2 Pierre (Andrea’s
who were accredited to Monaco to the great wedding, where they Andrea Casiraghi brother) and.
built a multistorey pavilion and Bernard Arnault provided Chateau and bis wife, * Beatrice Casiraghi
d’Yquem for the dessert wine. It was pretty extraordinary.’ T T ;

q : pretty Y- Rose Ballh
That accession speech is now a source of pain for some Monacd 2019

Monégasques as they reflect on the damage the Dossiers with their
allegations of corruption have done to their reputation and to the
progress Monaco has made. “These things are very different today
and this is a major problem for Monaco,” says Palmero. (Indeed,
separate from this story of the Dossiers, the Monégasque govern-
ment is awaiting the verdict from two reports from watchdogs on
its financial transparency and regulation.)

[ 'am told some members of the G4 believe they can prove Pastor
was behind Les Dossiers du Rocher; that it was created to push
Palmero, Lacoste, Anselmi and Linotte out. But that proof isn’t
public. There is nothing known which suggests Pastor is behind the
Dossiers. And he strongly denies he had anything to do with them.
He told Le Monde in May 2022: ‘Everyone is aware of the crux of the
matter: the methods of a small group [the G4] that sets up business
by taking advantage of the prince. And because I am the best in
Monaco, I'm in the way. But it makes no sense that I be the one
behind Les Dossiers du Rocher — I don't care about these people.’

On one hand, the wave is crashing at the palace doors. But most

Priszce Albers I1 /111-1( »

Monégasques are still doe-eyed for Albert: I hear that Baroness Pringes; Coene of @ ~

Marianne Brandstetter, the grande dame widow of billionaire casino Monaco on theii. )

magnate James Crosby, lives in a suite at the Fairmont Hotel and can wedding d

say ‘Prince Albert is the most wonderful man in the world” in three e
languages. Hannah Heerema (wife of Eric, the Dutch oil infrastruc- & § T o

ture heir) once boasted to me that her friend Albert had proclaimed ] ¥ : hrigh-rise 10 be- e,
aboard their yacht Herculina that their English sparkling wine, I built in Moraco. e
Nyetimber, was better than champagne. Of course he did. In Britain, e
we might recognise his ‘yes' complex as being just ‘too honourable’.
But with the palace in turmoil, it’s time for Albert to say ‘pas plus!’
Perhaps he will, though he has some big decisions to make. ‘He
told me that he is feeling very badly; says a friend who believes Albert
still can get a grip on the situation —and is steeling himself to do so.
‘I think it’s going to take some time, butI'm confident.” We'll see.
But perhaps most unexpected of all is the emergence of Claude
Palmero as a real-life Count of Monte Cristo. The low-key, unglam-
orous background figure who never eats out, holidays in Albania
and drives an old Clio despite his multi-millionaire status is being
tipped by French celebrity magazine VSD's “Top or Flop’ column as
the new man of the moment; he’s the fresh protagonist of Bloomberg,
Le Monde and now Tatler. All illustrated by his headshot: a stiff

smile, grey suit and round glasses. Only in Monaco. O
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IN AID OF THE SICK AND WOUNDED HORSES

A Beautiful Portrait of a Ducal Worker in the Cause of Our
Dumb Heroes.

THE DUCHESS OF PORTLAND

A REPRODUCTION OF A PORTRAIT BY LASZLO

The Duchess of Portland fs lending her house, 3, Grosvenor Square, to-day (May 9) at a badge depot for the RS.P.C.A. day for

the benefit of horses sick and wounded in the war. Her Grace will personally sell R.S.P.C.A. flags in front of the hotse, an

will be aided by some other ladies. Before her marriage, which took place in 1889, the Duchess of Portland was Miss Yorie
Dallas Yorke, and is the only daughter of M. Thomas Yorke Dallas Yorke of Walmegate, Lout

77
De Liszld’s portrait of the

Duchess of Portland in
The Tatler, 9 May 1917

n June 1923, The Tatler paid a visit to The French Gallery
on Pall Mall to view an exhibition of portraits by the
painter Philip de Liszlé. For a publication whose main
currency was pictures of famous people, portrait shows
were all part of the social round, but de Ldszl&’s line-up
of gold-standard sitters was enough to impress even a
world-weary Zarler journalist.

It was, they gasped breathlessly, ‘a pictorial Debrett or Almanach
de Gotha, for you will find none here but the most illustrious.
I counted one king, two princesses, a couple of dukes, three duch-
esses, two marquesses, four marchionesses (one Italian), three earls,
two countesses, one viscount, three barons, four baronesses and
various daughters and sons (and their wives), besides great states-
men and ambassadors, and Mussolini.’

It is less a question of who de Liszl6 painted, and more who
he didnt — he produced a staggering volume of portraits. The
de Ldszlé Archive Trust, which has curated the exhibition Philip de
Liszls (1869-1937): Master of Elegance, showing this spring at
Gainsborough’s House in Suffolk, has catalogued almost 5,000
works, with more drawings still to add. Presidents and prime
ministers, dukes and duchesses, popes and politicians, actresses,
writers, intellectuals and countless members of the royal houses
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PRINCESS ALICE, COUNTESS OF ATHLONE
From the picture by de Laszlo

One of the many outstanding portraits by the lennwned artist, whose exhibition 3 Knecdlers Gallery in Bond Street comes to an

end all too soon on July 22." Philip Laszlo de Lombos, who was ennobled in 1912 by the late Emperor Franz Josef of Austria,

néeds no advertisement a8 one of the, greatest portrait painters of the day.  His fame is wotld wide and his work is known in every
important capital in the civilized globe. He was elected President of the Royal Society of Britith Artists in 1930

Princess Alice, Countess of
Athlone, painted in 1932

of Europe all sat for him, some of them several times over. It was
quite an achievement for a seamstress's son from Hungary.

Born Fiilop Laub in Pest on 30 April 1869, he left school aged
nine and in 1884 took up an apprenticeship at the studio of a
prominent society photographer, not only earning him enough
to support his mother and siblings (his father, a tailor, had
absconded) but also impressing upon him at a formative age the
correct way to behave around important clients. He squeezed in art
classes at weekends and evenings, and in 1886 won a state scholar-
ship to attend the Hungarian Royal Drawing School. From there,
aged only 16, he entered the National Academy of Arts, and in the
early 1890s studied at both the Royal Bavarian Academy of Arts in
Munich and the prestigious Académie Julian in Paris.

By the mid-1890s, de Ldszl6 (who Hungarianised his surname
in 1891) began to receive commissions for portraits, most signifi-
cantly a request to paint the Bulgarian royal family. In 1899, he
painted Emperor Franz Josef of Austria and the following year
General Sir George White, at the request of Queen Victoria,
although the queen herself was one notable royal subject who
eluded de Liszlds brush (the other being the Russian tsar and his
family). He did, however, travel to Potsdam in 1900 to paint
Victorias grandson, the German emperor, and his family. His
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THE PERFECT ENGLISH BLONDE.

cteh. s71

Countess Howe
(née Mary Curzon)
painted in 1931

portrait of Pope Leo XIII won him a Grand Gold Medal at the
Paris International Exhibition: In the same year, he martied Lucy
Guinness and became a bona-fidle member of the European
aristocracys but it was no easy ride.

De Liszlé and Lucy first met at a ball Munich in 1892. At the
time, he spoke no English and Guinness no Hungarian, so the pair
at first conducted their courtship in a patchwork of German and
French. Lucy’s parents, who belonged to the banking branch of the
wealthy Guinness brewing dynasty, were suspicious of this strange
Hungarian artist, who was, according to her mother, a most fasci-
nating, but dangerous man’. It would be eight long years before
they were finally permitted to marry; by which time de Ldszlé had
more than proved his suitability, having become successful enough
to build a fine studio villa near City Park in Budapest. Theirs was a
happy union, and fruitful, too, with five sons born between 1901
and 1912: Henry, Stephen, Patrick, Paul and John. Charming
portraits of the boys, all with the pale Guinness eyes and red hair of
their mother, form part of the exhibition at Gainsborough’s House.

He and Lucy had moved to Vienna in 1903, but after the enthu-
siastic reception of his first London exhibition in 1907, they
relocated to England, where clients were of the highest rank.
The King and Queen had visited the show and commissioned

TATLER

THE COMTISSE DE

CASTELLANE

The Comtesse de Castellane,
the Argentinian-born wife of
French aristocrat Georges de
Castellane, painted in 1931

portraits, first of their second daughter, Princess Victoria, and then
of themselves. It was the supreme calling card and rubber stamped
de Laszl¢’s already formidable reputation. High-ranking patrons,
notably Sir Ernest Cassel, Lord Selborne and the Duke of Portland,
were also instrumental in brokering introductions. In 1912, The
Tatler reported that de Liszl6 was among a ‘most judiciously
“mixed” shooting party at Welbeck Abbey, the Nottinghamshire
seat of the Duke and Duchess of Portland. Fellow guests included
the Duchess of Teck, Miss Ivy Gordon-Lennox and Count
Mensdorff — there are de LiszIl6 portraits of all three.

The press took to describing him as the ‘Hungarian Sargent,
a label that might have weighed heavily on a lesser man, but
de Liszl6 accepted the sobriquet with ease. An unapologetic
traditionalist, his admiration of British or British-based painters
such as Thomas Gainsborough, Thomas Lawrence, John Singer
Sargent and even Anthony van Dyck had been part of the reason he
had moved to London. Inspired to paint his own homage to the
Grand Manner portraits of previous centuries, he presented his
subjects with an otherworldly dignity and grace, in a style perfectly
suited to hanging alongside ancestral portraits in stately homes.

One of his most celebrated works in this genre is a 1913 painting
of Viscountess Castlereagh, later Marchioness of Londonderry, >
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A BEAUTIFUL STUDY

From a Painting by P. A. de Laszlo, M.V.O.

THE MARCHIONESS OF TITCHFIELD
Lady Tieafitd, who a the wite of the Duke of Poriand her has been one of Mr. de Laselo's recens sirs, and_ the sbove
pareat 1 2 vety xceliet one and  good Hieoees, The Marqal of Tchfels who 1o  Heatensns In e Hourenad Covay,
served on @ personal staff during the Buropean Lady Titchfield, who of honour to H.M. Queen
Aleranir, 1 ths Geughtes of Lors Algeraen Gerdon-Lennes; who a1 he Dk of Richmond
248
A 1915 portrait of the Marchioness of
Titchfield (née Ivy Gordon-Lennox),
later Duchess of Portland

Viscountess Castlereagh, 1913

A 1907 portrait of Princess Louise of
Battenberg in The Tatler, 20 July 1910

‘The Bystander, July 20, 1910

A Princess Among Fair Women

Elinor Glyn, 1914
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< thewifeofanotherimportant patron. Edithis shown asa modern-
day goddess Diana against tempestuous skies and a rugged Irish
coastline, her favourite lurcher, Fly, by her side as her diaphanous
wrap twists and flutters in the squall. It was no coincidence that
the viscountess’s red velvet dress was chosen to mirror a gown worn
by Frances Vane-Tempest, wife of the 3rd Marquess of Londonderry,
in an 1828 painting by Lawrence. A painting by Van Dyck of the
Countess of Carlisle, which de Ldszl6 had seen during a visit to
Wentworth Woodhouse, was the inspiration for his 1915 full-length
portrait of Mrs George Sandys, née Dulcie Redford. Modernism
might have been nipping at the heels of artists like de Liszl6, but
for members of the aristocracy who desired a timeless and aesthetic
record of their status, there remained an appetite for this time-
honoured style of portraiture.

Importantly, he made everyone look sensational. Americans
love his style because — well, he never paints you on your plain
days, does he?” remarked 7he Tatlers columnist, ‘Eve’, in 1917.
Everyone in a de Ldszl portrait looks like themselves, only better.
Necks are subtly elongated, gowns ripple around creamy shoul-
ders, liquid eyes sparkle, diamonds scintillate and ropes of pearls
glow, such as in the 1925 portrait of the Duchess of York, later the
Queen Mother. There are the unmistakable violet-blue eyes setin a
face of winsome prettiness, but de Ldszlé performs magic to elevate
the little duckling of a duchess into an elegant swan. Even without
silk gowns and gemstones, he could conjure glamour out of his
sitters. Sir Philip Sassoon, painted during the Great War in his
uniform, looks like a brooding matinée idol — compelling 7%e
Tatler's Eve to admit he was ‘so
darkly handsome, I don’t wonder
he’s always getting his portrait
painted’. When de Ldszl6’s paint-
ing of the novelist Elinor Glyn
and her vivid red hair was exhib-
ited in 1915, it caused a sensa-
tion. Everyone wanted to be de
Lészléed. And when, in the same
year, Christie’s hosted a fund-
raising auction for the Red Cross,
with one lot offering the chance
to sit for a portrait by some of the
finest painters including Sargent
and Augustus John, the highest
bid — £1,000 (£129,000 today) —
was for de Ldszl6.

Gregarious yet discreet, a fluent
conversationalist and comforta-
ble anywhere from royal courts
to riviera villas, de Ldszlé formed
firm and lasting friendships with
many of his clients — and it is
notable thatsitters often returned
to repeat the experience. For the
Londonderrys, he painted 16
portraits in total; the Portlands,
for whom he painted 20, created
a de Ldszl6 Room at Welbeck
Abbey specifically to showcase ol
his work. De Liszlés pleasure in
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The First “Date” of Royal Wedding Week

Princess Marina at the de Laszlo Exhibition last Monday

PRE-WEDDING SITTERS
The Bystander’s report of Princess Marina of Greece attending a de Liszlé

at the M Knoedler gallery on Bond Street on Monday, 26
November 1934. Three days later; she married Prince George, Duke of Kent

painting was very much rooted in his fascination with people. He
approached portraiture as a psychological challenge, aiming to
reveal the sitter’s personality in tandem with showing them at their
best. ‘Ldszl6 paints his women as a lover, The Tatler declared rather
brazenly after enjoying another exhibition at the Grosvenor
Gallery in 1917.

is success and social standing suffered a cruel
blow in the autumn of 1917, when he was
interned as a ‘hostile and potentially dangerous
citizen’. He had lived in England for a decade,
been granted British subject status three weeks
after the declaration of war and had contributed
conspicuously to the war effort. But in an atmos-
phere of feverish, xenophobic paranoia, his ‘crime’ of sending five
letters to his family in Hungary — then enemy territory — was suspi-
cious enough to seal his fate. Despite the interventions of several
prominent friends, he was arrested on 21 September and later
sent to the Camp for Interned Enemy Aliens in Islington. ‘Eve’
delivered the news in her usual jaunty manner, but clearly sympa-
thised with de Ldszlés plight: “Talk of the town, of course, was
the way those crool (sic) authorities had gone and thrust into a
dungeon deep, or interned, or something, that most fearfully
fashionable of portrait painters, the much befriended LiszIé.
Before the war, Lord knows which of us he HADNT painted.’

Vilified by the press, including 7he Times and Daily Mail, both
papers under the control of Lord Northcliffe (whom he had
painted), de Ldszlé suffered a
mental and physical breakdown
and was transferred to a nursing
home in Notting Hill. His case
was heard by a Naturalisation
Revocation hearing in June 1919,
when he was exonerated.

His innate work ethic super-

The Byatander, December 4, 1934

seded his wounded pride — he
quickly returned to painting and
his clients returned as swiftly. By
the 1920s, he was as busy as ever
and mingling with the wealthy
and well-connected. In 1925,
his invitation to the Royal garden
party confirmed his acceptance
back into society; Lucy was pre-
sented at court the following
year. He worked as assiduously
as always until, following a heart
attack, he died on 22 November
1937. For a man whose depic-
tions of faces remain as fresh and
vivid as the day they were painted,
it seems entirely appropriate that
his headstone bears the epitaph
‘Life is so glorious’. [J

Philip de Liszlé (1869-1937):
Master of Elegance runs ar
Guainsborough’s House until

23 June, gainsborough.org





